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New Vacant Property Requirements

	Overview


The City of Artesia has updated its Vacant Properties Ordinance (Ord No. 25-966) to include both vacant lots and buildings.  Under the new Ordinance, Property Owners must register vacant properties, maintain landscaping and security, and comply with new inspection and maintenance requirements, including stricter standards for long-term vacancies. Please register your property, pay the registration fee, and contact the Planning Department to discuss improvements necessary for your individual property within 10 days of receiving this notice. Please ensure your property is registered by Monday, December 15, 2025.  
	Summary

	Changes 
	Registration is required within 30 days of vacancy for all vacant properties including lots and buildings. Owners must include a maintenance plan, security plan, proof of insurance, future plans. All plans must be approved by the Community Development Director. Registration must be renewed each year.  Initial registration fees are $395.60 and subsequent annual registration fees are $341.48. 

Residential Maintenance Requirements: Drought-tolerant landscaping, Landscaping/Irrigation plan (Includes all perimeters adjacent to public-rights-of-way), exterior upkeep, graffiti removal, pool/spa maintenance (Must remain free of pollutants, debris and standing water that could attract pests), interior upkeep, fencing, signage, and insurance.

Commercial Maintenance Requirements: Includes all Residential Maintenance Requirements in addition to sprinkler systems, alarm systems or continuous security patrol.

Quarterly City Inspections for all registered vacant properties.

A Vacant Property Mitigation Plan is required after 45 days of vacancy and includes weekly inspections, reports to City/Director and a re-occupancy or demolition plan. Interior must be cleared of all personal items including furnishings, blinds, or other signs of occupancy.

Property Transfers: When a loan or deed of trust is transferred, the new beneficiary and trustee must record with the Los Angeles County Recorder’s Office within 10 days.

Director’s Authority for Additional Measures: If needed, the Community Development Director can impose extra security requirements such as security lighting, more frequent inspections and security guards.
Enforcement & Penalties: Misdemeanor punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 per violation per day, or by imprisonment in the County jail no exceeding six months. In addition, admin citations, civil actions, abatement powers. Each day a property is out of compliance counts as a separate violation.

New Fencing Requirements: Vacant properties must have durable fencing (such as wrought iron, block-and-iron, or heavy-duty vinyl) installed behind perimeter landscaping. Fences must include an access gate, be kept in good repair, and any graffiti must be removed within 24 hours.



Visit the Vacant Property Registration website to view samples of code-compliant landscaping, fencing, and other features.

	How to Register


Vacant Property Registration Website
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www.cityofartesia.us/1566/Vacant-Property-Registration

image1.jpeg




image2.png




