CITY OF ARTESIA

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION

MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING

September 18, 2007
CALL TO ORDER
The Regular Public Safety meeting of the City of Artesia was called to order on September 18, 2007 at the City of Artesia Council Chambers at 7:00 p.m. by Chairperson Adrian Mulder.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Commissioner Charles Oliver led the pledge of allegiance.
ROLL CALL       PRESENT:    
Chairperson Adrian Mulder
Vice-Chairperson Dean Sorgdrager
                                                      
Commissioner John Bothof                                        

         



       
Commissioner Charles Oliver
                     ABSENT:
Commissioner Juan Jimenez
                   ALSO PRESENT:       
Justine Menzel, Deputy City Manager





Steve Solis, SAO Deputy




Hui Lai, Traffic Engineer





Valorie Sucatre, Clerk/Typist

4.   COMMUNICATION FROM THE AUDIENCE:
Chairperson Mulder announced that this was the time and place for communications from the audience and invited those wishing to speak to come forward at this time.  

      
There were no speakers at this time.
5.  APPROVAL OF PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION MINUTES
MOTION by Commissioner Bothof, second by Commissioner Oliver to approve the May 15, 2007 minutes.  All remaining Commissioners voted in favor.
6.  CONSENT CALENDAR
A.
Public Infrastructure Improvements and Public Works Report:       July-August 2007
B. 
 Los Angeles County Sheriff Incident Report:  July-August 2007
C.
Los Angeles County Animal Control Report of Activities: July-August 2007
MOTION by Commissioner Bothof, second by Vice Chairperson Sorgdrager to Receive and File Consent Calendar A-C.  All remaining Commissioners voted in favor.
D.
City of Artesia Code Enforcement Activities: July-August 2007  
Vice Chairperson Sorgdrager stated he did not receive more of a description of the Code Violations like he had asked at the prior meeting.  
Deputy City Manager Menzel reported that they did add some description to the cases where there were no permits.
Deputy City Manager Menzel asked the Commission what specifically does the Commission want to see on the report that is not there already.

Vice Chairperson Sorgdrager would like to know which code enforcement officer is on each case and whether or not it is residential or commercial.
Vice Chairperson Sorgdrager would prefer not to use abbreviations in the report because it will be too hard to remember.  

Deputy City Manager Menzel assured the Commission that there would be a legend attached with each report.

Vice Chairperson Sorgdrager was OK with the abbreviations if the legend was attached at each report.
MOTION by Commissioner Oliver to Receive and File the Consent Calendar, Item D.  All remaining commissioners voted in favor.

7.  STAFF REPORTS
Deputy City Manager Justine Menzel presented the Staff Reports

A. Alburtis Street Parking by U.S. Post Office
Details of this report were presented by Deputy City Manager Menzel as noted in the staff report. 
Traffic Engineer, Hui Lai presented another option (A-2) to the Council.  In this option the mail box would be relocated to the center of the island.  Right about where the exit junction is the City would paint stripping on the left hand side of the island.  This would veer cars to make a wider left turn or u-turn which would help in avoiding the three point turn.  Traffic Engineer, Mr. Lai tried this approach at the Post Office and it worked for him. This option is designed for the standard vehicle not an oversized vehicle. He believes this would be the most cost effective approach to try.  It is not a perfect solution but it is workable and better than taking away parking spaces.
Commissioner Oliver inquired if there is a need of approval from the post office to move the box.  Traffic Engineer, Mr. Lai answered that yes we would need to get permission from the post office to move the box.

Vice Chairperson Sorgdrager still believes that parking at that location is not an issue during the daytime.  He wanted to make sure it was clear that the previous proposal was to restrict parking from 9AM-5PM Monday through Friday not to make it a No Parking Zone.  Vice Chairperson Sorgdrager still believes that there is no perfect solution but thinks we should start with this new option (Exhibit A-2) first and if it does not work then try the other option.

Deputy Solis made a suggestion of slicing the very end of the island so that it would give more rear tire room to make the u-turn. 
MOTION by Vice Chairperson Sorgdrager, second by Commissioner Bothof to Approve Exhibit A-2 with the restrictions that after a couple of months if this is not successful then the City would go back and reevaluate Exhibit A and B.  All remaining Commissioners voted in favor.
B. Neighborhood Watch Update
Deputy Steve Solis presented the Neighborhood Watch Update.
At the last meeting they had eleven neighborhood watch captains show up and they added a new captain.
Discussions included motorcycles riding on the sidewalk on Hibbing Street, Males walking around the neighborhood of Horst and 186th Street, and that Graffiti is down.  This last meeting has been the best turn out in a while.  Neighborhood Watch Captain, Ms.Van Beek had a Block meeting scheduled but canceled it and it will be rescheduled for next month.

MOTION by Commissioner Bothof, second by Commissioner Oliver to Receive and File.  All remaining Commissioners voted in favor.
C.  August 7, 2007 National Night Out Against Crime in Artesia
Details of this report were presented by Deputy City Manager Menzel as noted in the staff report.

Chairman Mulder commented that it was a great success.
Commissioner Oliver noted that he appreciated Captain Fender, Chief Montoya, Supervisor Don Kanabe and other representatives from legislative office attending the National Night Out.  Commissioner Oliver noted it was well supported.  He inquired if other Cities have this event also.  He would love for more of the community to participate. 

Deputy City Manager Menzel commented that other Cities do participate in the National Night Out, they just might do it on a different date.  Next year the City might incorporate a Concert in the Park with the National Night Out.

Commissioner Oliver inquired it the Vendors were sent a letter asking for support.

Deputy City Manager Menzel informed the Commission that yes that is how they are contacted to ask for support.

MOTION by Commissioner Oliver, second by Vice Chairperson Sorgdrager to Receive and File.  All remaining Commissioners voted in favor.

D.  October 2007 Walk to School Week and Red Ribbon Month
Details of this report were presented by Deputy City Manager Menzel as noted in the staff report.

Vice Chairperson Sorgdrager suggested moving the Red Ribbon Assembly to an area that has more shade due to the heat wave that occurred last year during the Assembly.
Deputy City Manager Menzel is hoping to combat that this year by providing water bottles to the children attending.  It was noted that the weather was unusually hot that week of October last year and hopefully this year the weather will be more cooperative.

MOTION by Commissioner Bothof, second by Vice Chairman Sorgdrager to Receive and File.  All remaining Commissioners voted in favor.

8.  COMMISSION REPORTS
Commissioner Bothof had nothing to report.
Commissioner Oliver has noticed on Artesia and Gridley there has been some issues with student drop off and jaywalking.  It has been causing traffic to back up and is dangerous for the students.  Commissioner Oliver believes that was a one time incident but is still concerned for the safety of the students, especially when schools first start up.  Commissioner Oliver inquired if the sheriff’s department will be issuing jaywalking tickets.
Deputy Solis responded that Cerritos Deputies have been advised to start issuing jaywalking tickets.  They will be having their motor units start patrolling the area to help issue the jaywalking tickets.  Artesia is responsible for the whole intersection of Artesia and Gridley, but anything west of Gridley belongs to Cerritos.
Deputy City Manager Menzel informed the Commission that during the monthly Task Force meetings that she was informed that the City had red curbs painted in front of Gahr and across the street.
Deputy Solis commented that that is something new this year to encourage drop offs to take place in the parking lot, not cub side.
Vice Chairman Sorgdrager would like to thank the Deputies for all their hard work especially towards gang activity.  Vice Chairman Sorgdrager also commented that the Car Show that was held in the park on August 19, 2007 ran very well and went very smoothly.
Chairman Mulder had nothing to report except that the sheriff’s department is doing an excellent job.
10.  ADJOURNMENT
The Public Safety Commission adjourned at 8:05 p.m. to the next meeting of November 20, 2007. 
