CITY OF ARTESIA

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION

MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING

September 16, 2008
CALL TO ORDER
The Regular Public Safety meeting of the City of Artesia was called to order on September 16, 2008 at the City of Artesia Council Chambers at 7:00 p.m. by Chairperson Dean Sorgdrager.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Commissioner Juan Jimenez led the pledge of allegiance.
ROLL CALL       PRESENT:    
Chairperson Dean Sorgdrager
Vice-Chairperson Charles Oliver
                                                      Commissioner John Bothof                                        

         



       
Commissioner Juan Jimenez


        


Commissioner Adrian Mulder
                   ALSO PRESENT:       Justine Menzel, Deputy City Manager





Greg Knapp, SAO Sergeant




Valorie Sucatre, Clerk/Typist

COMMUNICATION FROM THE AUDIENCE:
Chairperson Sorgdrager announced that this was the time and place for communications from the audience and invited those wishing to speak to come forward at this time.  

      
There were no speakers at this time.
1.  APPROVAL OF PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION MINUTES

MOTION by Commissioner Bothof, second by Commissioner Jimenez to approve Item 1, the Regular Public Safety Meeting of July 15, 2008 minutes.
Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:  
AYES:

COMMISSIONERS: Sorgdrager, Oliver, Jimenez, Bothof, Mulder
NOES:

COMMISSIONERS: None

ABSTAIN:
COMMISSIONERS: None

ABSENT:
COMMISSIONERS: None
2.  BUSINESS PRESENTATION
     Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department Quarterly Report April – June 2008
Sergeant Greg Knapp presented a power point on the law enforcement services report for the second quarter of 2008.
CONSENT CALENDAR
It is recommended that Items 3 through 9 be acted on simultaneously in one vote unless a member of the Commission requests separate discussion and/or action on the item.  In the event a Commissioner requests a separate discussion on a consent calendar, the Commission will consider that item immediately following approval of the rest of the consent calendar.
3.  LOS ANGELES COUNTY SHERIFF INCIDENT REPORT: July-August 2008
     
Details of this report were presented by Sergeant Greg Knapp as noted in the staff report.

Commissioner Oliver inquired about the abundance of Auto Thefts.  Sergeant Knapp is working with Auto Theft detail to set up an operation to help catch those criminals.    
4.  LOS ANGELES COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT SKY KNIGHT: 

May 2008


Details of this report were presented by Sergeant Greg Knapp as noted in the staff report.


Commissioner Bothof inquired as to how many hours were spent in Artesia in the month of May.  Sergeant Knapp offered an explanation of how the hours are distributed.  The Sky Knight flies every day and their shift is for ten hours.  Of those hours they are in the air five hours a day.  
5.  MONTHLY TRAFFIC SAFETY MANAGEMENT REPORT: June 2008

Details of this report were presented by Sergeant Greg Knapp as noted in the staff report.

Vice Chairman Oliver inquired as to what a divided highway violation is.  Sergeant Knapp informed the Commission that a divided highway is mostly a bicycle riding the wrong direction or a car entering a center divider that he is not supposed to be into and making an illegal turn.

6.  LARCIS CRIMES REPORT: January-June 2008
Details of this report were presented by Sergeant Greg Knapp as noted in the staff report.

The Sheriff’s Department uses this report to identify problems and tackle them with the help of Crime Analysis.
7.  LOS ANGELES COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL REPORT OF ACTIVITIES:


July 2008

Details of this report were presented by Deputy City Manager Menzel as noted in the staff report.

Chairman Sorgdrager inquired if there was a status report on the Pit Bull attack that happened in Artesia.  Deputy City Manager Menzel informed the Commission that LA Animal Control had not responded to the City on this manner.  The Sheriff’s Department has become involved.

The Commission is concerned that LA Animal Control is not doing their job and possibly in breach of their contract.

The next step would be with the City Manager and Council to review the situation.

Chairman Sorgdrager has Motioned that this issue be placed on the next agenda and that a representative of LA County Animal Control attend the next meeting.  Second by Commissioner Bothof.

The Commission has also requested that the Contract with animal Control be attached with the agenda at the next meeting.

8.  CITY OF ARTESIA CODE ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES

Details of this report were presented by Deputy City Manager Menzel as noted in the staff report.

9.  PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS AND PUBLIC WORKS REPORT: July-August 2008

Details of this report were presented by Deputy City Manager Menzel as noted in the staff report.

MOTION by Vice Chairman Oliver, second by Commissioner Mulder to approve Consent Calendar Items 3-9.  

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:  

AYES:

COMMISSIONERS: Mulder, Sorgdrager, Oliver, Jimenez, Bothof

NOES:

COMMISSIONERS: None

ABSTAIN:
COMMISSIONERS: None

ABSENT:
COMMISSIONERS: None
STAFF REPORTS
       Deputy City Manager Justine Menzel presented the Staff Reports

10.  NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH UPDATE

Sergeant Greg Knapp presented the Neighborhood Watch Update.
Deputies generally attend the Neighborhood Watch Meetings.

A few email groups have been formed.  A Block Captain email group, the Sergeants email group and the ABC School Resource email group.  All these are very helpful in spreading information.

Chairman Sorgdrager has recommended that the Public Safety Commission start attending the Neighborhood Watch meetings.
11.  ALBURTIS STREET PARKING BY U.S. POST OFFICE
Details of this report were presented by Deputy City Manager Justine Menzel as noted in the staff report. 
The Commission believes the speed warning won’t change the unsafe turns.  It would be ideal if the mail box location could be changed but being that the post master is unwilling to do this the commission believes that it is best to receive and file this item and have it taken off the agenda at least for awhile.
MOTION by Commissioner Mulder, second by Vice Chairman Oliver to Receive and File Item 11. 

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:  

AYES:

COMMISSIONERS: Mulder, Sorgdrager, Oliver, Jimenez, Bothof

NOES:

COMMISSIONERS: None

ABSTAIN:
COMMISSIONERS: None

ABSENT:
COMMISSIONERS: None
12.  TRUCK TRAFFIC ON ARTESIA BOULEVARD
Details of this report were presented by Deputy City Manager Justine Menzel as noted in the staff report. 
MOTION by Commissioner Mulder, second by Commissioner Jimenez to Receive and File Item 12.
Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:  

AYES:

COMMISSIONERS: Mulder, Sorgdrager, Oliver, Jimenez, Bothof

NOES:

COMMISSIONERS: None

ABSTAIN:
COMMISSIONERS: None

ABSENT:
COMMISSIONERS: None
13.  CODE ENFORCEMENT PRIORITY RECOMMENDATIONS
Details of this report were presented by Deputy City Manager Justine Menzel as noted in the staff report. 
After a lengthy discussion regarding the Code Enforcement the Commission believes this item is important and the proper time needs to be invested into it.  The Commission has requested that a workshop with Code Enforcement be scheduled to better help prepare the guidelines.  The commission came up with a date of October 22 from 3PM to 5PM for a workshop with Code Enforcement. This will be presented to the City Manager to review and get back to the Commission. 
MOTION by Commissioner Mulder, second by Vice Chairman Oliver to Receive and File item 13. 

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:  

AYES:

COMMISSIONERS: Mulder, Sorgdrager, Oliver, Jimenez, Bothof

NOES:

COMMISSIONERS: None

ABSTAIN:
COMMISSIONERS: None

ABSENT:
COMMISSIONERS: None
COMMISSION REPORTS
Commissioner Bothof had nothing to report at this time.
Commissioner Mulder inquired if anything more has been discovered about the motor home on 183rd street at the Diho parking lot?  Deputy City Manager Menzel responded that she had not been informed of anything.
Commissioner Mulder would like to know if the city has any update on Andersons Nursery.  Deputy City Manager Menzel responded that the City Manager is working on that.  Sergeant Knapp has left two messages with the owners to call him to have a letter of agency signed so that if the sheriff’s department found anyone there in the middle of the night they would be able to arrest them.  The owners have not returned Sergeant Knapp’s phone calls.

Commissioner Jimenez had nothing to report at this time.
Vice Chairman Oliver also shared his concern regarding the Nursery.  He commented that the parkway on Roseton has become overgrown and that it is not a good looking situation there.
Vice Chairman Oliver shared his concern about the issue with the speed control on Gridley.
Chairman Sorgdrager requested that the Speed limit sign for Gridley be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.

Chairman Sorgdrager would like to review the agenda before it is delivered to the Public Safety Commission.  This way Chairman Sorgdrager can make sure it is in the order he wants and to also make sure the items he wants on the agenda make it on properly.  Deputy City Manager Menzel offered to email the agenda to Chairman Sorgdrager prior to the packets being delivered.

Chairman Sorgdrager has a request for a future Public Safety Meeting to be held at AJ Padleford Park.  Chairman Sorgdrager has received comments that the City does not care about that area.  Deputy City Manager Menzel will share this with the City Manager to get her blessing.  Arrangements might also be made to have that meeting at 6PM.

Sergeant Knapp showed a Power Point on the Graffiti Tracker to the Commission.  Basically, it is a program that takes a picture with a GPS camera and puts a map next to the picture.  The majority of the graffiti is from taggers.  Very little is from gangs.  
ADJOURNMENT
The Public Safety Commission adjourned at 8:53 p.m. to the next meeting of November 18, 2008. 
