CITY OF ARTESIA

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION

MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING

November 20, 2007
CALL TO ORDER
The Regular Public Safety meeting of the City of Artesia was called to order on November 20, 2007 at the City of Artesia Council Chambers at 7:04 p.m. by Chairperson Adrian Mulder.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Vice Chairperson Dean Sorgdrager led the pledge of allegiance.
ROLL CALL       PRESENT:    
Chairperson Adrian Mulder
Vice-Chairperson Dean Sorgdrager
                                                      
Commissioner John Bothof                                        

         



       
Commissioner Charles Oliver


        


Commissioner Juan Jimenez
                   ALSO PRESENT:       
Justine Menzel, Deputy City Manager





Greg Knapp, SAO Sergeant




Valorie Sucatre, Clerk/Typist

4.   COMMUNICATION FROM THE AUDIENCE:
Chairperson Mulder announced that this was the time and place for communications from the audience and invited those wishing to speak to come forward at this time.  

      
There were no speakers at this time.
5.  APPROVAL OF PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION MINUTES
MOTION by Commissioner Bothof, second by Commissioner Oliver to approve the September 18, 2007 minutes.  All remaining Commissioners voted in favor.
6.  CONSENT CALENDAR
A.
Public Infrastructure Improvements and Public Works Report:       September-October 2007
B. 
 Los Angeles County Sheriff Incident Report:  September-October 2007
C.
Los Angeles County Animal Control Report of Activities: September-October 2007
D.
City of Artesia Code Enforcement Activities  
Commissioner Oliver requested highlights from Sergeant Greg Knapp regarding item B, The Los Angeles County Sheriff Incident Report.  
Commissioner Oliver specifically inquired about a few incidents that occurred that involved some juveniles being accosted by individuals on Gridley Road between 183rd and Artesia Boulevard.  Sergeant Knapp was at first not familiar with the specific incidents Commissioner Oliver was referring to.  These incidents took place in October before Sergeant Knapp’s arrival to the City of Artesia.  The SAO’s assisted the OSS’s (Operation Safe Streets).  They did some search warrants behind these.  Some line-ups were shown and both suspects were identified.  Both have been arrested.  The reason this did not sound familiar to Sergeant Knapp is that one of these did not take place on Gridley.  One of these actually took place on the 188 hundred block of Norwalk.
Sergeant Knapp offered to go over a few items for the commission.  When he arrived in October they were having a spree of smash and grab burglaries of residential vehicles and commercial.  They were able to get a fingerprint of an item left outside one of the Ice Palace burglaries.  The individual named Billy Ray Peck was on Parole living in Norwalk.  He was on a serious crime spree and a drug binge.  They were able to tie him to seven Felonies.  The Mayors wife was victim twice to car burglaries at the Ice Palace.
About mid November the SAO’s were patrolling the North End and they had a guy run from them.  They recognized the guy and was able to capture the girl he hangs out with.  She provided them with information about him having several fire arms.  While fleeing from the SAO’s he hoped a wall and hid a bullet proof vest and a loaded b AK47 in the yard to the rear.  They were able to capture him and he will be going away for a long time.

On November 19, 2007 they worked an operation at the Oasis Plaza with TRAP, the Auto theft detail.  They ended up citing about Fifteen people for a variety of crimes relating to race cars.
Deputy Solis is going to be leaving the City of Artesia.  He will being going to Detective bureau on January 6, 2008.  The Sheriff’s department is having a couple of officers with him over the next couple months to share information.
MOTION by Commissioner Oliver, second by Vice Chairman Sorgdrager to Receive and File the Consent Calendar.  All remaining commissioners voted in favor.

7.  STAFF REPORTS
Deputy City Manager Justine Menzel presented the Staff Reports

A. Alburtis Street Parking by U.S. Post Office
Details of this report were presented by Deputy City Manager Menzel as noted in the staff report. 
Commissioner Bothof inquired about why it has been prolonged and continued from two Council Meetings.
Deputy City Manager Menzel explained that the City is waiting for feedback from the Post Office.  There is a new Post Master also who is trying to familiarize himself with the procedures that it takes to get this type of work done and what has taken place in the past.  Deputy City Manager Menzel is hoping to put it on the December 10, 2007 Council Agenda.

MOTION by Commissioner Bothof, second by Commissioner Oliver to Receive and File.  All remaining Commissioners voted in favor.
B. Neighborhood Watch Update
Sergeant Greg Knapp presented the Neighborhood Watch Update.
In the October 5, 2007 where Deputy Solis hosted there were five Block Captains in attendance.  Deputy Aguire hosted the November meeting.  The captains have some small requests such as traffic related issues.  Graffiti is still in general down from the past.  The City’s Public Works Department provides the Lakewood Sheriff’s Department with graffiti photos.  The Lakewood Sheriff’s Department has started a log.  Anyone who ever puts their name or identifying marker that can be tied to Cal Gangs will be pursued by the Sheriff’s Department for their Graffiti.  
It was also offered to the Block Captains that if at any time they wanted to put together a meeting in their neighborhood and wanted the Sheriff’s Department to attend that they would be happy to.  Maybe they could start small with something in the front yard.
MOTION by Commissioner Bothof, second by Commissioner Oliver to Receive and File.  All remaining Commissioners voted in favor.
C.  October 4, 2007 Fatal Traffic Collision
Details of this report were presented by Sergeant Gregg Knapp as noted in the Staff Report.
Sheriff Knapp briefly touched on some problems that occurred with the father of the child shortly after the accident.  The sheriff’s department was able to offer him the help and assistance he needed during his grieving period.
The update from the traffic investigator, Detective Bart Campbell is that the blood from the driver came back negative.  They did an on scene breathalyzer test.  These tests are standard in fatalities to rule things out.  Most likely the driver will be charged with misdemeanor vehicular manslaughter. 

It was also noted that the driver worked for the medical facility and he was moving the van to try and avoid a street sweeping ticket.  Sergeant Knapp after talking with parking enforcement was informed that that van normally would not have been cited for street sweeping.  Deputy City Manager Menzel added that the street sweeper and parking enforcement officer were not that close to the van yet.  The driver had just heard them in the area and reacted to that.

Sergeant Knapp informed the commission that The City of Cerritos is conducting a traffic survey of the street to see if a signal or flashing lights should be placed there.  The City of Artesia will piggy back with The City of Cerritos to find out their results.
Vice Chairman Sorgdrager commented that he believes the city in some corners do not have enough Crossing Guards to safely handle the children.

MOTION by Commissioner Bothof, second by Commissioner Jimenez to Receive and File.  All remaining Commissioners voted in favor.

D.  Red Ribbon Outdoor Assembly 2007
Details of this report were presented by Deputy City Manager Menzel as noted in the staff report.

After talking with the City Manager, it was decided that next year there would be a contingency plan put into effect.  In the event of adverse conditions the venue might be changed.

MOTION by Vice Chairman Sorgdrager, second by Commissioner Oliver to Receive and File.  All remaining Commissioners voted in favor.

E.  Artesia Community Assessment Presented by Students of California State University Long Beach Collaboratively with Grace Family Resource Center

Details of this report were presented by Deputy City Manager Menzel as noted in the staff report.

Commissioner Oliver inquired about why the GRIP program has a different age group.  Sergeant Knapp responded that he believes that spending a few hours with a child during a few phases of their life is tremendously out weighed by their parents and their parents influence on them.

Sergeant Knapp also mentioned that ironically The City of Paramount has had more felony assaults and the gang activity is increasing.  If there are any results Sergeant Knapp is not seeing it.  Money should be spent more for parental education.
Chairman Mulder is also concerned about children discipline.  He believes that if parents don’t do it 90% of the time it won’t get done.

Sergeant Knapp commented that The City of Paramount has a fantastic team but the bad guys keep popping up.
MOTION by Commissioner Oliver, second by Commissioner Jimenez to Receive and File.  All remaining Commissioners voted in favor.

8.  COMMISSION REPORTS
Commissioner Bothof inquired as to what type of feedback if any The City is getting from the residents of Artesia regarding the Street Survey being done on Pioneer Boulevard.  Deputy City Manager, Menzel explained that the data being collected is mixed for pro and against.  Commissioner Bothof inquired about the merchants.  Deputy City Manager, Menzel explained that for the most part they have been contacting the Council Members.  Deputy City Manager, Menzel believes that by the December 10, 2007 Council meeting that there will be a formal report of the status of this project.
Chairman Mulder added that there are heavy traffic problems on 183rd and Pioneer.  Deputy City Manager, Menzel offered that part of that problem is also due to the Bhindi Project and Verizon and their fiber optics installation.
Commissioner Oliver added that there is also a lot of pedestrian traffic at the intersection of 183rd and Pioneer.

Commissioner Oliver wanted to report a few intersections that are in need of better crosswalk safety.  
Norwalk Boulevard and 186th Street

Gridley Avenue and 178th Street

Pioneer Boulevard and 175th Street

His concern is that traffic does not pay attention to crosswalk lights and inquired if there is anything else that can be done alert drivers of pedestrians.

Deputy City Manager, Menzel responded that this issue will be addressed at the next Public Safety Meeting.
Vice Chairman Sorgdrager had nothing to report at this time.
Commissioner Jimenez apologized for missing the last Public Safety Meeting and is glad to be back.
Chairman Mulder had nothing to report at this time.
10.  ADJOURNMENT
The Public Safety Commission adjourned at 7:55 p.m. to the next meeting of January 15, 2008. 
