CITY OF ARTESIA

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION

MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING

November 18, 2008
CALL TO ORDER
The Regular Public Safety meeting of the City of Artesia was called to order on November 18, 2008 at the City of Artesia Council Chambers at 7:00 p.m. by Chairperson Dean Sorgdrager.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Commissioner Adrian Mulder led the pledge of allegiance.
ROLL CALL       PRESENT:    
Chairperson Dean Sorgdrager
Vice-Chairperson Charles Oliver
                                                      Commissioner John Bothof                                        

         



       
Commissioner Juan Jimenez


        


Commissioner Adrian Mulder
                   ALSO PRESENT:       Justine Menzel, Deputy City Manager





Greg Knapp, SAO Sergeant




Valorie Sucatre, Clerk/Typist

COMMUNICATION FROM THE AUDIENCE:
Chairperson Sorgdrager announced that this was the time and place for communications from the audience and invited those wishing to speak to come forward at this time.  

      
There were no speakers at this time.
1.  APPROVAL OF PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION MINUTES

MOTION by Commissioner Mulder, second by Commissioner Jimenez to approve Item 1, the Regular Public Safety Meeting of September 16, 2008 minutes.
Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:  
AYES:

COMMISSIONERS: Sorgdrager, Oliver, Jimenez, Bothof, Mulder
NOES:

COMMISSIONERS: None

ABSTAIN:
COMMISSIONERS: None

ABSENT:
COMMISSIONERS: None
2.  BUSINESS PRESENTATION
     Los Angeles County Animal Control

Sergeant Paul Webb from LA County Animal Control was present to answer questions from the Public Safety Commission.

The main concern the Public Safety Commission had involved the dog attack from August 2008 and the fact that Animal Control did not respond in a timely manner to the dog attack.  The Commission would like to know what is being done so this doesn’t happen again.
Sergeant Webb explained that this type of call is considered a priority one call.  It should be handled within an hour or less.  The officer on duty that day dropped the ball and did not respond to that call.  The following day the call was responded to.

Deputy City Manager added that in agenda item number ten that a letter was received from LA County Animal Control that stated that disciplinary action was taken against the involved officer.  They have also insured to the City Manager that they are working to avoid this again.

Chairman Sorgdrager would like to make sure the City was not charged for this call.

Chairman Sorgdrager would like to jump to item seven and inquire about a few items.  He would like to know when and how the cats escape.  Sergeant Webb was not able to answer that question without looking at the report.

Chairman Sorgdrager also inquired about the methods that Animal Control used to collect fees.  He expressed that the gentleman that was out in the City of Artesia was heavy handed in his tactic of trying to collect fees.  Sergeant Webb responded that this was brought up at the last Public Safety meeting he attended.  He took that back to the licensing supervisor and the shelter manager.  He asked that any complaints we receive to not hesitate to call and inform Animal Control
     Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department Quarterly Report: July– September 2008
Sergeant Greg Knapp presented a power point on the law enforcement services report for the Third Quarter of 2008.
Chairman Sorgdrager had a few comments for the Sergeant.  He noticed that patrol cars have been more visible and believes that is good.  The Sergeant informed that there were some suppression cars hired after the recent July and August incidents.  Station and City split the cost to have extra patrol cars out.  Chairman Sorgdrager commented that the officers that patrolled the Church festival did a great job.

Commissioner Jimenez commented on the patrol cars at La Mirage.  Sergeant Knapp informed the Commission that the La Mirage hires the Sheriff’s department to do extra patrol for four hours two nights a week.  Sergeant Knapp shared that Portuguese Hall does the same thing.
CONSENT CALENDAR
It is recommended that Items 3 through 9 be acted on simultaneously in one vote unless a member of the Commission requests separate discussion and/or action on the item.  In the event a Commissioner requests a separate discussion on a consent calendar, the Commission will consider that item immediately following approval of the rest of the consent calendar.
MOTION by Commissioner Mulder, second by Vice Chairman Oliver to approve Consent Calendar Items 3-9 excluding item 3 and item 8.  

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:  

AYES:

COMMISSIONERS: Mulder, Sorgdrager, Oliver, Jimenez, Bothof

NOES:

COMMISSIONERS: None

ABSTAIN:
COMMISSIONERS: None

ABSENT:
COMMISSIONERS: None
  3.  LOS ANGELES COUNTY SHERIFF INCIDENT REPORT: September-   October 2008
Vice Chairman Oliver had questions regarding this item.  He inquired about the page 2 of report 09/28/08, Sunday, 4:21A.M.  “Chivas” gang members shot at patrol deputies.  Vice Chairman Oliver inquired if this was one of those areas where there are more suppression units out.  Sergeant Knapp responded yes.  That is definitely one of the causes for having the suppression teams out.
Vice Chairman Oliver also inquired about page 4 10/13/08, Monday, 1:00 P.M.  A grand theft report was taken regarding an unknown person who stole eighty-five plants from the ground at Norwalk and Koudekerk.  Deputy City Manager Menzel explained that those plants were stolen from the public right of way.

Vice Chairman Oliver also inquired about page 5 10/16/08, Thursday, 2:05 P.M.  This was a kidnapping for extortion report.  The victim is refusing to cooperate with the sheriff’s department.  The report is believed to be made up by the victim.
Vice Chairman Oliver commented on the Noteworthy Events and Reports located on page 7.  There was a D.U.I. Check point on Pioneer Blvd.  He inquired if this was random.  Sergeant Knapp responded yes that the department was contacted by the Risk Management Bureau Office of Traffic Safety to set up the D.U.I. stop.
8.  CITY OF ARTESIA CODE ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES

Details of this report were presented by Deputy City Manager Menzel as noted in the staff report.

Chairman Sorgdrager would like the Commission to take a quick look at Item 8 in preparation to Item 13.  

Chairman Sorgdrager had the suggestion that Code Enforcement highlight new complaints to help the Commission distinguish between old cases and new cases.  Deputy City Manager Menzel believed that was a good suggestion and will take it to Code Enforcement.
MOTION by Commissioner Mulder, second by Commissioner Jimenez to approve Consent Calendar Items 3 and 8.  

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:  

AYES:

COMMISSIONERS: Mulder, Sorgdrager, Oliver, Jimenez, Bothof

NOES:

COMMISSIONERS: None

ABSTAIN:
COMMISSIONERS: None

ABSENT:
COMMISSIONERS: None
STAFF REPORTS
       Deputy City Manager Justine Menzel presented the Staff Reports

10.  AUGUST 2008 DOG ATTACK UPDATE
Details of this report were presented by Deputy City Manager Justine Menzel as noted in the staff report. 
Vice Chairman Oliver inquired if the City Council made any comment about this issue upon receiving this letter.  Deputy City Manager responded that no comment had been made by the council.  Deputy City Manager did make a note that she will check and find out how the billing arrangement was handled for the follow up on that incident.
MOTION by Vice Chairman Oliver, second by Commissioner Mulder to Receive and File Item 10. 

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:  

AYES:

COMMISSIONERS: Mulder, Sorgdrager, Oliver, Jimenez, Bothof

NOES:

COMMISSIONERS: None

ABSTAIN:
COMMISSIONERS: None

ABSENT:
COMMISSIONERS: None
11.  LOS ANGELES COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL CONTRACT
Details of this report were presented by Deputy City Manager Justine Menzel as noted in the staff report. 
Commissioner Mulder inquired if a five year contract is normal.  Deputy City Manager responded yes.  This contract does allow with thirty days written notice the ability for the city to terminate it prior to July first of each year.

Chairman Sorgdrager recommended that in the next contract that some precautions be placed in there to protect the city on the service levels.

Vice Chairman Oliver would like to know what happens in the event of an overabundance of animals that need to be boarded.  Vice Chairman Oliver has requested that Sergeant Webb from Los Angeles County Animal Control be contacted regarding this.
MOTION by Chairman Sorgdrager, second by Vice Chairman Oliver to Receive and File Item 11. 

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:  

AYES:

COMMISSIONERS: Mulder, Sorgdrager, Oliver, Jimenez, Bothof

NOES:

COMMISSIONERS: None

ABSTAIN:
COMMISSIONERS: None

ABSENT:
COMMISSIONERS: None
12.  NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH UPDATE
Details of this report were presented by Sergeant Greg Knapp 
Neighborhood Watch meets the first Tuesday night of the month.  They are having a decent participation and the communication is still good.  The Neighborhood Watch is serving its purpose.

MOTION by Vice Chairman Oliver, second by Commissioner Mulder to Receive and File Item 12.
Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:  

AYES:

COMMISSIONERS: Mulder, Sorgdrager, Oliver, Jimenez, Bothof

NOES:

COMMISSIONERS: None

ABSTAIN:
COMMISSIONERS: None

ABSENT:
COMMISSIONERS: None
13.  CODE ENFORCEMENT PRIORITY RECOMMENDATIONS
After a lengthy and in-depth discussion among the Commissioners it was decided the Commission would do a grading scale for each Code Enforcement issue.  Then they would tally all the Commissioners numbers to come up with a priority list of Code Enforcement activities.  The list is as follows:

Priority 1
Graffiti

Priority 2
Parking in front yard

Priority 3
Living in garage - garage conversion

Priority 4
Yard maintenance - lawn, debris, etc

Priority 5
Substandard property – dilapidated structure



Illegal Storage – storage conversion

Priority 6
Inoperable vehicles



Illegal structure



NPDES violations/illegal discharge/outdoor storage

Priority 7
No permits – illegal construction

Priority 8
No business license

Priority 9
Overgrown vegetation – trees, plants, shrubs
Priority 10 No late night operation permit

Priority 11 Chickens – farm animals

MOTION by Vice Chairman Oliver, second by Commissioner Bothof to Receive and File Item 13. 

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:  

AYES:

COMMISSIONERS: Mulder, Sorgdrager, Oliver, Jimenez, Bothof

NOES:

COMMISSIONERS: None

ABSTAIN:
COMMISSIONERS: None

ABSENT:
COMMISSIONERS: None
14.  GRIDLEY ROAD SPEED LIMIT DISCUSSION

Details of this report were presented by Deputy City Manager Justine Menzel as noted in the staff report. 
The Commission requested some sort of additional speed limit signage or one of the Neon signs or even one of the flashings speed limits sign.  The main concern is safety near the schools.

Sergeant Knapp brought to the Commission’s attention that Gridley Street is located in Cerritos.
MOTION by Chairman Sorgdrager, second by Vice Chairman Oliver to Receive and File item 14 without any further discussion or review.
Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:  

AYES:

COMMISSIONERS: Mulder, Sorgdrager, Oliver, Jimenez, Bothof

NOES:

COMMISSIONERS: None

ABSTAIN:
COMMISSIONERS: None

ABSENT:
COMMISSIONERS: None
COMMISSION REPORTS
Commissioner Jimenez had noticed that in the police report that some incidents had taken place near his residence.  He was wondering what the incidents were.
Sergeant Knapp will research his logs for information and email what he finds to Commissioner Jimenez.
Vice Chairman Oliver had nothing to report.
Commissioner Bothof reported that on Alburtis and 179th Street, motorists are failing to yield to Stop Sign.
Commissioner Bothof would like to be excused from the next Public Safety meeting scheduled for January 20, 2009.  Commissioner Mulder might not be in attendance for that meeting also.

Chairman Sorgdrager would like for the next Public Safety meeting to take place at AJ Padelford Park.  He believes that it is important for all the Commissioners to be in attendance.  The Commission suggested that the Public Safety Meeting be moved up one week to January 13, 2009 if all Commissioners will be able to attend.  Chairman Sorgdrager would like flyers to be distributed to the residence and would also like the support of the Sheriff’s Department.
Sergeant Knapp expressed his concern for the safety of having the meeting at AJ Padelford in the evening.

It was decided that if any issues arise or there are safety concerns that the meeting would be moved back to City Hall Chambers.
Commissioner Mulder reported that at 11628 178th Street that next door there is an old motor home that has been a mess in the driveway for a long period of time.
Chairman Sorgdrager commented that the taste of Little India was a nice successful event.
ADJOURNMENT
The Public Safety Commission adjourned at 8:58 p.m. to the next meeting of January 13, 2009 at 6:00 P.M.
