CITY OF ARTESIA

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION

MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING

May 15, 2007
CALL TO ORDER
The Regular Public Safety meeting of the City of Artesia was called to order on May 15, 2007 at the City of Artesia Council Chambers at 7:02 p.m. by Vice-Chairman Adrian Mulder.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Commissioner Dean Sorgdrager led the pledge of allegiance.
ROLL CALL       PRESENT :    
Vice-Chairperson Adrian Mulder
                                                      
Commissioner Dean Sorgdrager                                        

         



       
Commissioner Juan Jimenez





Commissioner Charles Oliver



       ABSENT:

Chairperson John Bothof
                   ALSO PRESENT:       
Justine Menzel, Deputy City Manager





John Burton, SAO Sergeant





Valorie Sucatre, Clerk/Typist

4.   COMMUNICATION FROM THE AUDIENCE:
Vice-Chairperson Mulder announced that this was the time and place for communications from the audience and invited those wishing to speak to come forward at this time.  

      
There were no speakers at this time.
5.  APPROVAL OF PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION MINUTES
MOTION by Commissioner Sorgdrager, second by Vice Chairman Mulder to approve the March 20, 2007 minutes.  All remaining Commissioners voted in favor.
6.  CONSENT CALENDAR

Commissioner Sorgdrager inquired about the Cape Sealing Project.  He mentioned that there are a few locations where the cape sealing is cracking.  He is wondering if this is going to be addressed.  Justine replied that the City Manager has issued and email to Public Works and will be going out to review the streets and address the situation.

Commissioner Oliver inquired to Sergeant Burton about the arson reports.  Sergeant Burton believes that the arson was just some kids starting fires.  It was not believed to be anything more serious. 

Commissioner Jimenez asked Sergeant Burton about a vandalized property on Gard.  He noticed it was not in his report.  Burton replied that he usually reports on Felony arrests, Felony reports & Misdemeanor arrests.

Commissioner Oliver asked if Sky Night covered several different cities in the area.  Sergeant Burton informed the Commission that Sky Night covers everyone one of Lakewood Contract Cities. 
MOTION by Commission Sorgdrager, second by Vice Chairman Mulder to Receive and File Consent Calendar.  All remaining Commissioners voted in favor.
7.  STAFF REPORTS
Deputy City Manager Justine Menzel presented the Staff Reports

A. Street Sweeping Holidays
Justine Menzel gave a brief summary on what was stated in Report.  After reviewing the report she asked Council for any suggestions on how to accommodate street sweeping during holidays.
Commissioner Sorgdrager reminded everyone that the major issue brought up was that during Christmas and New Years the City goes two weeks without any street sweeping.  His suggestion would be to move street sweeping and trash pick up another day apart.  He also inquired if we are still getting sweeping credit for special events.  

Commissioner Oliver asked if we are paying by the week for sweeping or is it an annual contract.  Justine replied that we are paying by the week but in turn receiving extra sweeping when needed.  She also added that The City is following it very closely.
Vice Chairman Mulder suggested changing Trash Day to Tuesday.  If this were to be incorporated it would have to go to Council and notifications would need to be sent out.  

Commissioner Oliver asked in the event of Trash Day being changed to Tuesday would the price of Street Sweeping remain the same.  Justine assumed it would be the same.  The main problem with that is that the Consolidated contract is not up until the year 2012.
Commissioner Sorgdrager also suggested if the sweeping were to get moved back a day then just not issue any tickets.  It was brought up that they could post something in the Press Telegram informing that they will be sweeping the streets and it is on a voluntary basis weather you move you cars or not.
After several suggestions the Commission decided to Receive and File with the comments for Justine to keep in mind when the City is negotiating with the Street Sweeping Company that they try to sweep once during that two week period. 
MOTION by Commissioner Sorgdrager, second by Vice Chairman Mulder to Receive and File.  All remaining Commissioners voted in favor.
B. Alburtis Street parking by U.S. Post Office
Justine Menzel explained as stated in the report that the City Traffic Engineer has asked for additional time to provide a report for the next meeting.
MOTION by Commissioner Oliver, second by Commissioner Sorgdrager to Receive and File.  All remaining commissioners voted in favor.
C. City of Artesia Code Enforcement Activities
Justine Menzel explained that at the last meeting the Commission requested a report explaining activities being done by the Code Enforcement Department.  This list is just a brief summary and in the future a more detailed list will be provided.
Commissioner Sorgdrager brought to Justine attention that at the last meeting he is still requesting Code Enforcement to attend meetings and asked if there was any response about that.  Justine replied that his request was shared with the City Managers office in a written format but that no direction has been given to her.

Commissioner Sorgdrager also commented that he had run into one of the Code Enforcement officers and learned that each officer is assigned a section of Artesia.  He thought it would be good for the Commissioners to know who is at each location in the event of a complaint.  Justine replied that if there is a complaint the best thing to do is notify The City, and whoever is in charge of that quadrant will be assigned to do the investigation.  
Commissioner Oliver agreed that it would be a good idea to have a chance to meet with all the Code Enforcement officers in addition to the Deputies and Fire Department.  Sergeant Burton offered that if the Commissioners wanted he would be willing to have his Deputies attend a Public Safety Meeting.

MOTION by Commissioner Oliver, second by Commissioner Jimenez to Receive and File.  All remaining Commissioners voted in favor.
D.  Neighborhood Watch Update
Sergeant Burton presented the Neighborhood Watch Update.

At the most recent Neighborhood watch meeting Deputy Bruseno attended.  The topics discussed were Graffiti Abatement.  He discussed a case where they were able to get a successful Felony Filing on a Graffiti charge. 
The Block Captains also made note of the fact they felt quite happy about a decrease in gang activity throughout the city.  Sergeant Burton believes this is partly do to the hard work of his Deputies.

Sergeant Burton repeated that reporting a crime or emergency to call 911 or the Sheriff’s station directly.  Calling him on his cell will only slow the response.  If you have general questions please feel free to call.
Vice Chairman Mulder inquired about the attendance of the meetings.  Burton replied that at the last meeting there were only Five Watch Captains.  The previous meetings had very good attendance.  He said there were approximately a dozen Watch Captains in there.
Commissioner Oliver inquired about how the Neighborhood Watch was developed and what areas they take place etc.  Justine Menzel was able to answer that the meeting takes place once a week at City Hall and reminder notices are sent out by the City.  Commissioner Sorgdrager gave a brief explanation of how it took place in his neighborhood.  There was a resident who decided that they needed to have a Neighborhood Watch program and went door to door with flyers.  Her efforts were to get at least one block captain per block.  Then there would be one coordinator for all the blocks in that neighborhood.  Currently Commissioner Sorgdrager is the Coordinator for his neighborhood.  Commissioner Oliver asked if the Commissioner were invited to the meetings and if he could be sent a notice.  The only issue is that only three of the Commissioner would be able to attend a meeting at a time.
Sergeant Burton briefly explained to the Commission what type of subjects are being discussed during a meeting.  Mostly, the Block Captains are curious about what the Deputies are up to.  They enjoy hearing their stories and interacting with them.  Or in some in incidences the Sergeant and Deputies will cover a specific topic at one of the Captains homes.  The last one they did they discussed Identity Theft.

MOTION by Commissioner Sorgdrager, second by Commissioner Oliver to Receive and File.  All remaining Commissioners voted in favor.

E.  Public Safety Commission Reorganization
This item allows for members of the Public Safety Commission to nominate and elect a Chairperson and Vice Chairperson, who shall each serve for a term of one (1) year.  The Chairperson shall not be elected for more than two (2) consecutive one (1) year terms.
We have four of our five Public Safety Individuals here tonight.  Would the Public Safety Commission like nominate and elect their officers this evening or wait until the full Commission is here.
The Commission has chosen to postpone this item until the next meeting.

MOTION by Commissioner Sorgdrager, second by Commissioner Oliver to Receive and File.  All remaining Commissioners voted in favor.

F.  August 7, 2007 National Night Out Against Crime
This is an informational report designed to receive and file unless the Commission has any input and suggestions.
Commissioner Sorgdrager commented on how well it went last year and how much it has grown.  His only suggestion is moving more of the event into the park for additional room.

MOTION by Commissioner Sorgdrager, second by Commissioner Oliver to Receive and File.  All remaining Commissioners voted in favor.
G.  Shooting Range License Update

Justine gave a summary of the Shooting Range License as stated in report.

MOTION by Commissioner Sorgdrager, second by Commissioner Jimenez to Receive and File.  All remaining Commissioners voted in favor.

8.  COMMISSION REPORTS
Commissioner Oliver stated that after going over the information he received and being involved in the meeting he can see how active the Public Safety Commission is within the City of Artesia.  He is also impressed with the hard efforts of the sheriff’s Department and our Code Enforcement Officers.  He can see there is a lot of opportunity to do good for the City and he looks forward to being involved.
Commissioner Jimenez stated that he is very thankful to be a part of the Public Safety Commission and he is hopeful to learn a lot.  He is appreciative that Councilman Manalo appointed him and he is glad to be here.
Commissioner Sorgdrager is excited to have the new Commissioners aboard.
Vice Chairman Mulder added that it will be nice to have a full quorum on a regular basis.  He looks forward to working with all of the Commissioners.
Sergeant Burton had one thing to add.  This week kicked off the state wide Click it or Ticket program.  So everyone where your seat belts.
10.  ADJOURNMENT
The Public Safety Commission adjourned at 8:30 p.m. to the next meeting of July 17, 2007. 
