CITY OF ARTESIA

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION

MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING

January 9, 2007
CALL TO ORDER
The Regular Public Safety meeting of the City of Artesia was called to order on January 9, 2007 at the City of Artesia Council Chambers at 7:34 p.m. by Chairman Bothof.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Vice Chairperson Adrian Mulder led the pledge of allegiance.
ROLL CALL       PRESENT :    
 Chairperson, John Bothof

                                                      
 Vice-Chairperson Adrian Mulder                                           

         



       
 Commissioner Sharon Stephens
                               

     
 Commissioner Paul Barcelos, arrived at 7:40 pm
                                                        
 Commissioner Dean Sorgdrager arrived at 7:35 pm
                   ALSO PRESENT:       
Justine Menzel, Deputy City Manager





John Burton, SAO Sergeant





Valorie Sucatre, Clerk/Typist

4.   COMMUNICATION FROM THE AUDIENCE:
Chairperson Bothof announced that this was the time and place for communications from the audience and invited those wishing to speak to come forward at this time.  

      
There were no speakers at this time.
5.  APPROVAL OF PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION MINUTES
MOTION by Vice Chairman Mulder, second by Commissioner Stephens to approve The November 21, 2006 minutes.  All remaining Commissioners voted in favor.
6.  CONSENT CALENDAR

MOTION by Chairman Bothof to Receive and File Consent Calendar.  All remaining Commissioners voted in favor.
7.  STAFF REPORTS
Deputy City Manager Justine Menzel presented the Staff Reports

A. Los Angeles County Fire Department CERT Training
Justine Menzel gave a brief summary on what was stated in Report.  She also mentioned that Captain Jeff Vrooman and City’s Liaison (Madalena Galindo) will be coordinating refresher courses for those who have taken this class.
Chairman Bothof wants to be put on record that he is definitely in favor of the program and is excited about the training.

Menzel commented that it is the City’s hope that the residents really embrace this opportunity to prepare themselves in the event we need to take care of ourselves and our neighbors and not solely rely on law enforcement and other care providers.
Commissioner Barcelos inquired if we are targeting anyone specifically to attend the training, such as Neighborhood Block Captains.

Menzel commented that would be great but we can only encourage their attendance.

MOTION by Vice-Chairperson Mulder, second by Commissioner Barcelos to Receive and File.  All remaining Commissioners voted in favor.
B. Public Safety Expo and Youth Safety Day 2007
Justine Menzel gave a quick summary on the activities provided during The Public Safety Expo.  She also asked if The Commission had anything to add or any suggestions.
MOTION by Commissioner Barcelos, second by Vice Chairman Mulder to Receive and File.  All remaining Commissioners voted in favor.

C. Neighborhood Watch Update
This item has been deferred to Sergeant Burton.
Burton informed us that the most prevalent item discussed was Graffiti.  The Block Captains are happy with the progress with exception of increased gang graffiti on Artesia between Gridley and Pioneer.

Criminal activity in general is down.
Sergeant Burton gave a summary of his Incident Report. Commissioners commented on how wonderful Burtons Reports are and to keep up the good work.

Burton briefly discussed the new deputy, Chuck Aguirre we will be receiving in place of Deputy Matt Hart.  He will be starting in February.
Burton suspects we will lose Deputy Solis to a promotion with in the next two (2)  to five (5) months.  If that occurs, Sergeant Burton will try to have him appointed as a detective for the City of Artesia.  
Right now our City has experienced an overall decrease in crime.  Bellflower has had its lowest  rate of violent crime in over twenty years.  
Strong Arm Robberies are up City Wide.  No one is sure why.  The opinion is we are suffering from serial robberies.  

Sergeant Burton reminds us that the best deterrent in crime is Visibility.

Bothof inquired about robberies at Jewelry stores.

Burton answered that there were none he knew off.  Burton also went on to say that there are three main areas that crime occurs in Artesia.  They are the Chevas area, the south end of town (formerly known as the 190’s) and the Business District.
Barcelos inquired about city’s working together with other police.
Burton replied that Sheriff’s units from all surrounding stations would flood into an area immediately if we were to have some type of major incident.  In that spirit we do have cooperation.  On the other hand in general Cerritos pays Cerritos deputy’s to patrol Cerritos, not Artesia.  In Burtons experience Cerritos will be there if you need them but Bellflower won’t.  They want their dollar spent in their city.    
MOTION by Vice-Chairman Mulder, second by Commissioner Barcelos to Receive and File.  All remaining Commissioners voted in favor.
8.  COMMISSION REPORTS
Commissioner Sorgdrager inquired if the Parking and Code Enforcement positions have been filled and if so how many were hired.

Justine Menzel responded that they have been filled and there were three new hires.

Sorgdrager also requested that they attend a future meeting.

Commissioner Sordrager also expressed his concern about the lack of Street Sweeping during the holidays.  Artesia had none for two weeks in a row.

Justine Menzel explained that it was in the contract that Dickson would be off during holidays.  It also plays a factor that since Trash Pick-Up is a day behind, the trash cans are in the way of the Street Sweeper.

Vice Chairman Mulder suggested if Trash is a day late then Street Sweeping should be a day late.
Commissioner Sharon Stephens suggested that maybe the Trash would come one week then the Street Sweeping would come the alternating week.

Justine Menzel informed the Commission that she would put this in the report for the next meeting with any feed back she received.

Chairman Bothof brought up the parking situation at the Post Office.  The parking problem is at 183rd Street and Alburtis.  Apparently there is a problem with the 2-Hour Parking there also.  He is concerned that no parking tickets are being issued at this location.
Justine Menzel informed the Commission that the New Code Enforcement Staff has only been in the field for one week and are just getting acclimated.  We are still in the process of getting them the proper uniforms and equipment and identification for when they are in the field.

Commissioner Sorgdrager suggested no parking from 9-5.

Commissioner Stephens reminded us of her husbands suggestion when he was a Commission to make one side of the street No Parking, due to the street being so narrow.  She agrees with him and suggests no parking on the opposite side of the drop off mail boxes from 9-5.

Commissioner Sorgdrager commented that it would be unfair to the residents who live at those homes and would be unable to park in front of their own house.  Commissioner Sorgdrager commented that this issue has come up every meeting he has attended and would like some resolution from the City Manager.  Justine Menzel assured the Commission that she would take this issue to the City Manager and have a report regarding the Parking issues at the Post Office at the next meeting.
Commissioner Barcelos brought up the problem the City of Artesia is having with Lawn Parking.  His concern is that there are no consequences and it is not being enforced.  Justine Menzel explained that Lawn Parking is not a priority of our office.  She explained that the City is responding to complaints but not observing out in the field.  Sergeant Burton responded that we will be pleasantly surprised by the knowledge and work we be getting from our new Code Enforcement Staff.  Commissioner Barcelos is concerned and does not want the City to take a go get them attitude.  Justine Menzel assured the Commission that City Hall will be educating the City of Artesia first as to the consequences of breaking the codes before action is taken.  Justine Menzel assured the Commission that she would check into the situation and we would place it in the agenda again.
Commissioner Stephens addressed a potential Trash Bin Hazard.  When a resident is remolding for example, and have rented a 40 Yard Trash Bin for disposal purposes, Commissioner Stephens has requested that some type of reflector be placed on the Trash Bin for night visibility.
Vice Chairman Mulder wanted to address possible remolding of a home at 12230 185th Street without permits.  He reported that they are remolding the home and enclosing the garage for the purpose of a bedroom.  They are doing all the work on Saturdays.  The residents just purchased the house about two months ago.

10.  ADJOURNMENT
The Public Safety Commission adjourned at 8:45 p.m. to the next meeting of March 20, 2007.
