CITY OF ARTESIA

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION

MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING

January 15, 2008
CALL TO ORDER
The Regular Public Safety meeting of the City of Artesia was called to order on January 15, 2008 at the City of Artesia Council Chambers at 7:01 p.m. by Chairperson Adrian Mulder.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Commissioner Juan Jimenez led the pledge of allegiance.
ROLL CALL       PRESENT:    
Chairperson Adrian Mulder
Vice-Chairperson Dean Sorgdrager
                                                      
Commissioner John Bothof                                        

         



       
Commissioner Charles Oliver


        


Commissioner Juan Jimenez
                   ALSO PRESENT:       
Justine Menzel, Deputy City Manager





Greg Knapp, SAO Sergeant




Hui Lai, Traffic Engineer 





Valorie Sucatre, Clerk/Typist

4.   COMMUNICATION FROM THE AUDIENCE:
Chairperson Mulder announced that this was the time and place for communications from the audience and invited those wishing to speak to come forward at this time.  

      
There were no speakers at this time.
5.  APPROVAL OF PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION MINUTES
MOTION by Commissioner Bothof, second by Commissioner Oliver to approve the November 20, 2007 minutes.  All remaining Commissioners voted in favor.
6.  CONSENT CALENDAR
A.
Public Infrastructure Improvements and Public Works Report:       November-December 2007
Commissioner Oliver commented that the Bhindi project is looking nice and also inquired about a formal report of the project and testing on Pioneer Boulevard. 

Deputy City Manager Menzel informed the Commission that at the upcoming City Council Meeting of January 22, 2008 the Council will be looking to set a new date for a Public Workshop where the City Council can look at different concepts and entertaining other ideas to enhance it.  The Workshop will also provide a time for public input.  
Commissioner Oliver also wanted to comment how pleased he was to hear that the city is generally kept clean.

Vice Chairman Sorgdrager commented on the Water Project.  On Norwalk and 183rd some of the repairs that the city has done on the streets have sunken in.  Also on 183rd there are a few spots that have sunken in.

Deputy City Manager Menzel informed the Commission that the cities public works consultant has acknowledge that situation at a previous staff meeting and he is monitoring that.  Deputy City Manager Menzel will point that out to the City Manager and our Public Works Department.
MOTION by Commissioner Oliver, second by Commissioner Jimenez to Receive and File Consent Calendar, Item A.  All remaining Commissioners voted in favor.
B. 
 Los Angeles County Sheriff Incident Report:  November-December 2007
Commissioner Bothof appreciates all the stops the Sheriff Department has made.
Commissioner Oliver inquired about the Car Club problems at the Oasis Plaza.  Sergeant Knapp explained that the amount of vehicles and undesirable people was increasing.  When the Sheriff’s department would drive through they would smell marijuana on a regular basis.  One night one of the drivers knocked down a power pole.  Frequently street racing has occurred after these gatherings.  It was beginning to draw a larger crowd then the Sheriff’s department would like.  The sheriff’s department had TRAP Auto Theft Detail come in and help.  The sheriff’s department will continue to monitor the situation. 
Vice Chairman Sorgdrager asked for an update on the dead body found on Ely and 195th last Saturday, which would have been January 12, 2008.

Sergeant Knapp informed the Commission that the body was a male with Norwalk Gang affiliation and a drug sales history.  He appeared to have been shot in the head and found in a car two days later.  It appears that he might have been pushed out of the driver’s seat after being shot and the car might have been moved.  At this point Homicide is still investigating.  

Vice Chairman Sorgdrager inquired about the shooting that took place the previous Sunday.

Sergeant Knapp informed Vice Chairman Sorgdrager the shooting actually took place in Cerritos, it just so happens to border Artesia at that location.  Therefore the City of Cerritos will be taking the handle on the case.  It was an Artesia gang member who was shot.  He was in a wheel chair do to a shooting that had taken place a year ago.  He has not provided any information the help the police investigation.  He is in stable but critical condition at Long Beach Memorial.

Vice Chairman Sorgdrager would like to know what we are doing to combat the situation.  

Sergeant Knapp responded that they are increasing their visibility in the area.  They are doing extra canvassing in the area.  The Gang detail is very aware of the increased activity and they are also helping with patrol.
Vice Chairman Sorgdrager believes that the Sheriff’s department has lost focus in that neighborhood.

Sheriff Knapp informed the commission that Deputy Hart did make two arrests this past Saturday.  First, he caught a guy spray painting, got the spray can and took him to jail.  Later that night he confiscated a gun from a guy.  Both these incidences will be on the next report.  He also shared that even though Deputy Solis is gone he did leave a detailed Gang Book for the new deputies.
Vice Chairman Sorgdrager is also concerned that the officers may know who the bad guys are but they are unaware of who the good guys are, the resident that are out there helping and giving information to the department.

Sergeant Knapp is encouraging his new SAO Deputies to go out and develop informants.  It is a work in progress.

Deputy City Manager Menzel added that we need to encourage the residents somehow to be observing neighbors and call Lakewood Sheriff to inform them of anything suspicious they might see.  She believes this is the key to getting that neighborhood safe.

Vice Chairman Sorgdrager disagrees with that comment.  He believes that you will never get the residents to call.  They just won’t ever do it he stated. He believes that the reason they were successful before is because the Officers knew who they could talk to on the streets for information.  He also commented that the Sheriff’s Department did not think about having Deputy Solis pass on his information to the new deputies before he left.
Sergeant Knapp informed the Commission that Deputy Solis is still a phone call away to help if needed.

Vice Chairman Sorgdrager disagreed with that statement.  He shared that he has tried to contact Deputy Solis twice but his calls have not been returned.

Sergeant Knapp reconfirmed that Deputy Solis still has been helpful with some cases and making identifications.  He also shared that when the shooting had occurred the previous weekend that not one call came in from the residents to report a loud bang.  Some confirmed after the fact that they had heard it but none called at the time.  Sergeant Knapp has talked with Andrew Perry about putting something in the city newspaper encouraging residents to get more involved and call the Sheriff’s Department if they see something suspicious.
Vice Chairman Sorgdrager is also concerned that the number of assaults in the report is increasing.  He believes that times are getting tougher and money is tight, so these crimes start to happen more.
Sergeant Knapp shared that his style is scrap the meetings and pound the pavement.  
Vice Chairman Sorgdrager shared that The City Manager does have additional funds available to her to give the department additional man power to use at her discretion.  He suggested the department not be bashful about asking to use it, although she will probably tell them no.  If he remembers correctly it is $50,000.00.
Deputy City Manager Menzel commented that she is completely unaware of that.

Vice Chairman Sorgdrager shared that it was at a City Council Meeting about three years ago, we had the Sergeant here and they were talking about increasing the expenses and The City Manager stated she has additional funds for situations she could spend on.

Deputy City Manager Menzel asked again if it was $50,000.00.

Vice Chairman Sorgdrager said that maybe it was $25,000.00.

Deputy City Manager thought it might be $5,000.00.

Vice Chairman Sorgdrager stated that he believes it is more than that.  The residents were asking to increase the dollar amount spent.
Deputy City Manager Menzel explained that the department does work with the City Manager on deployment plans such as the DUI check points and there are other occasions where additional deployment is needed.  When this occurs, the City Manger authorizes the funding.  Sergeant Knapp will check into having some overtime authorized.

Vice Chairman Sorgdrager expressed concern about the Galleon Bar.  He explained that this location was a known gang location.  He would like to know if they are staying open late because they were not approved for a Late Night Permit.
MOTION by Vice Chairman Sorgdrager, second by Commissioner Jimenez to Receive and File Consent Calendar, Item B.  All remaining Commissioners voted in favor.
C.
Los Angeles County Animal Control Report of Activities: November 2007
MOTION by Commissioner Oliver, second by Commissioner Sorgdrager to Receive and File Consent Calendar, Item C.   All remaining Commissioners voted in favor.
D.
City of Artesia Code Enforcement Activities  
Vice Chairman Sorgdrager would like know if The City of Artesia has a plan coordinated through the Parking Enforcement to assist the crossing guards to create a safe environment for the children.
Deputy City Manager Menzel is unaware of any official written plan.  The parking officers are out there in force attending to the various issues that they come across in their daily route.

Vice chairman Sorgdrager is concerned that we have some issues with the drivers on the road during the time the schools are starting in the morning and letting out in the afternoon when the kids are around.

Deputy City Manager Menzel explained the moving violations are not addressed by the parking officers.  

Vice Chairman Sorgdrager believes that the presence of any parking or patrol vehicles could help with deterring reckless driving in the school zones.  He suggests that if the parking enforcement officers are having a slow day then to drive around in the school zones at the busy times of the day.  He is concerned that there is no organization by the schools during the drop off and pick up times.  He suggests that we look into it and do something about it to make an improvement.
Deputy City Manager Menzel will bring this up to The City Manager.  She also wanted to share with the Commission that this topic has been brought up at The Cities Task Force Meeting.  Faye Ross asked the for the cities assistance with some signage to put up to direct traffic in a certain direction when vehicles are exiting the school, for example, a Right Turn Only Sign.  Also a comment was made at the meeting that they are thankful for our daytime deputy that stops by in the morning when he can.

Sergeant Knapp commented that the department has a great relationship with Faye Ross.  No other schools have contacted the department requesting help, but the sergeant will have the deputy’s patrol at a different school each day when time and circumstances allow.
Commissioner Bothof added that at 178th and Roseton (Burbank Elementary) is another bad location.

Commissioner Oliver also shared that Artesia and Gridley (Gahr High School) is another dangerous intersection.
Traffic Engineer Hui Lai offered that the afternoons are the worst.  The mornings the traffic seems to flow smoothly because they are dropping the children off.  He remarked that if there was some sort of fifteen minute interval for the pick up instead of all the children at once then it might help a little.

Vice Chairman Sorgdrager informed the commission that they do it that way in Texas.  Certain grades are released at different times.  He mentioned we should look into that here as a possible solution.

Vice Chairman Sorgdrager asked Deputy City Manager Menzel if she would explain to the commission about the Task Force.

Deputy City Manager Menzel explained that the monthly Task Force Meeting is hosted by the City of Artesia.  It is an informal session where we invite law enforcement, school officials and the probation department.  Usually Deputy City Manager Menzel is the one who sits in on behalf of the city.  She reports everything back to the City Manager.  It is a time of intelligence gathering and information sharing.

Vice Chairman Sorgdrager asked if the Deputy City Manager could give the Task Force and invitation to discuss this issue at a future meeting. 

Deputy City Manager Menzel responded that she would bring this up to the Task Force.
Commissioner Bothof has noticed that the Code Enforcement Department has gotten lax on enforcing the parking on lawns and sidewalks right of way. 

Vice Chairman Sorgdrager asked Sergeant Knapp if this is an issue that can be addressed by the Sheriff’s Department.

Sergeant Knapp explained that the lawn parking is generally dealt with by Code Enforcement.  The Sheriff’s department can enforce the sidewalk right of way parking.
Deputy City Manager Menzel will bring these issues up to the City Manager for review.
The only other issue with sidewalk blocking the Deputy City Manager Menzel is aware of came up on Alburtis Street.  Some of the driveways are too short to fit the cars so leeway was given to those residents for parking in their driveway and possibly blocking a portion of the sidewalk.
Sergeant Knapp suggested going back to a zero tolerance for awhile for these parking issues.
MOTION by Commissioner Oliver, second by Vice Chairman Sorgdrager to Receive and File Consent Calendar, Item D.  All remaining Commissioners voted in favor.
E.  
Monthly Traffic Safety Management Report

Commissioner Oliver commented that the report was quite affective.
Chairman Mulder commented that the report was very informative,

Vice Chairman Sorgdrager had two questions regarding this report.  The first thing he noticed was the number of collisions on Pioneer Boulevard.  He was interested in knowing how many of those collisions were affected by the survey they were doing on Pioneer Boulevard.  The survey started on November 5, 2007 and ended in the beginning of December.  Vice Chairman Sorgdrager will be interested in seeing how the number of collisions changes on the next report.  His second question is regarding the failure to stop at a stop sign citations.  Vice Chairman Sorgdrager would like to know if there is a particular place where this is happening.  Sergeant Knapp reported that the deputies randomly pick different locations throughout the city to cite for failure to stop at a stop sign.  Vice Chairman Sorgdrager would also like to know if the city might need better stop signs or to enhance the signs.  Sergeant Knapp reported that the signs are fully visible and if he were to come across a sign that was partially blocked he would report it.
MOTION by Commissioner Bothof, second by Commissioner Oliver to Receive and File Consent Calendar, Item E.  All remaining Commissioners voted in favor.
7.  STAFF REPORTS
Deputy City Manager Justine Menzel presented the Staff Reports

A. Alburtis Street Parking by U.S. Post Office
Details of this report were presented by Traffic Engineer Hui Lai as noted in the staff report. 
Traffic Engineer Hui Lai would like to try contacting the Postmaster one more time.  If this does not help then Hui Lai suggests that we go to Congress Woman Sanchez’s office for help.

Vice Chairman Sorgdrager, after reading the report drove by the post office to further investigate the situation.  He suggests possibly as another resort to just move the first to mailboxes forward and that would give the room to make the u-turn after the last box.

MOTION by Commissioner Oliver, second by Vice Chairman Sorgdrager to Continue Item 7A.  All remaining Commissioners voted in favor.
B. Neighborhood Watch Update
Sergeant Greg Knapp presented the Neighborhood Watch Update.
At the last Neighborhood Watch Meeting, Sergeant Knapp had Erik and Erika attend to meet the block captains.  Only four captains showed up.  Other than minor traffic reports or requests, there was nothing significant to report from the block captains.
Deputy City Manager Menzel believes that the Holidays might have had an effect on the attendance of the block captains at the meetings.

MOTION by Commissioner Bothof, second by Vice Chairman Sorgdrager to Receive and File.  All remaining Commissioners voted in favor.
C.  Pedestrian Safety and Crossing
Details of this report were presented by Traffic Engineer Hui Lai as noted in the staff report.
Pioneer & 176th Street:  A new traffic signal will be installed.  A diagram will be given to the Commission.  Once the signal is installed traffic will back up on Pioneer.  Lights can be controlled to keep traffic from backing up too much.  The signal would provide safe crossing on Pioneer Boulevard.  A countdown crosswalk will also be installed.

Norwalk & 186th Street:  This intersection also needs a traffic signal light.  A signal usually runs about $150,000.  Mr. Lai has submitted an application to caltrans for a Grant.  Mr. Lai hopes to hear back from them in about a month or two.  
Gridley & 178th Street:  This location currently has blinking lights along the crosswalk lines.  The City of Cerritos hired a consultant to do a study to determine whether the intersection warrant for a traffic signal.  The result of the study is that the State does not warrant for a traffic signal.
Commissioner Oliver inquired about the sign difference.

Traffic Engineer Hui Lai explained that the school crossing sign will change in color.  It will be something different to catch the attention of the drivers.

Chairman Mulder commented on how effective the blinking crosswalks are.  

Traffic Engineer Hui Lai explained that the blinking lights are very effective during the night but they are not very visible during the day.  He also shared that a blinking yellow light means caution.  It does not mean stop like a red light would.  The main draw back is that when the pedestrian is used to the blinking lights they tend to just assume that traffic will stop.

Commissioner Oliver would like for the Public Safety Commission to be updated on the progress of these three intersections.  
MOTION by Commissioner Oliver, second by Vice Chairman Sorgdrager to Receive and File.  All remaining Commissioners voted in favor.

D.  Public Safety Expo and Youth Day for 2008 
Details of this report were presented by Deputy City Manager Menzel as noted in the staff report.

Deputy City Manager Menzel extended an invitation for one of the Commissioners to lead in the pledge of allegiance and another to do the invocation.
Chairman Mulder inquired if the city will be having another CERT program.

Deputy City Manager Menzel responded that the cities intention is yes, but no date has been set.

Commissioner Oliver volunteered to do the Invocation.

Commissioner Jimenez also offered his services for the day.

MOTION by Vice Chairman Sorgdrager, second by Commissioner Oliver to Receive and File.  All remaining Commissioners voted in favor.

8.  COMMISSION REPORTS
Commissioner Bothof had nothing to report at this time.
Commissioner Oliver had nothing to report at this time
Vice Chairman Sorgdrager had nothing to report at this time.
Commissioner Jimenez had nothing to report at this time.
Chairman Mulder had nothing to report at this time.
10.  ADJOURNMENT
The Public Safety Commission adjourned at 8:45 p.m. to the next meeting of March 18, 2008. 
