MINUTES – REGULAR PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS

18747 CLARKDALE AVENUE, ARTESIA, CA 90701 
August 26, 2008

Call to Order

The Regular Planning Commission Meeting of the City of Artesia was called to order on August 27, 2008, at the City of Artesia Council Chambers at 7:05 p.m. by Vice Chairperson Diaz. 
Invocation 
Commissioner Young led the invocation.

Pledge of Allegiance
Commissioner Medina led the pledge of allegiance.

Roll Call



Present:                  Vice Chairperson Diaz
Commissioner Young
Commissioner Sousa 
Commissioner Medina 




Absent:

Chairman Menezes
Also Present:
Associate Planner Okina Dor







Assistant Planner Jose Hernandez






Deputy City Attorney Candice Lee
Planning Clerk Erika Castañeda 
Approval of the Planning Commission Agenda
Motion by Commissioner Medina second by Commissioner Young to approve the Planning Commission Agenda.  The Planning Commission unanimously approved the Agenda. 
Announcement of Speaker Cards
Vice Chairperson Diaz announced that for recording purposes, if anyone wishes to make a statement regarding any item on the agenda, to complete a speaker slip and deposit it with the planning clerk prior to the commencement of the meeting.  Please note that there is a five-minute time limit per speaker imposed.  Please stay within this time limit.  
Public Comments
There were no comments from the public.

1. Consent Calendar  
A. Approval of Minutes of the Planning Commission Meeting of July 22, 2008. 
MOTION by Commissioner Sousa, second by Commissioner Medina TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING OF JULY 22, 2008. 
Said Motion was carried in the following roll call vote:
AYES:

COMMISSIONERS:  Medina, Sousa, Diaz
ANOES:
COMMISSIONERS:
  None 
ABSENT:
COMMISSIONERS:  Menezes
ABSTAIN:
COMMISSIONERS:  Young
                                                                                                                                                                                        Administration of the Oath:
At this time anyone desiring to speak on a public hearing item should stand and be sworn in by the Deputy City Attorney Candice Lee.

Continued Business - Public Hearing:

2. 
Case No. 2008-14

Design Review
                                                                 18728-32 Arline Avenue 

Koka Villa Inc. 18760 Pioneer Boulevard, Artesia CA 90701
A request for approval of a design review for the construction of a new 10 unit apartment complex for the property located at 18728-32 Arline Avenue in the Multiple Residential (M-R) Zone. 
Resolution No. 2008-14P
Details of the case were presented by Assistant Planner Jose Hernandez, as noted in the staff report.

Vice Chairperson Diaz opened the public hearing. 
No one approached the podium to speak on this item. 

MOTION by Commissioner Sousa, second                                                                   by Commissioner Young TO CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING.

Commissioner Diaz inquired on a few items that were brought up by concerned residents in a letter that was given to all Commissioners.  All questions were clarified by planning staff. 
Commissioner Young stated that the applicant has meet all requirements from the city as well as staff, therefore feels this item should be approved. 
MOTION by Commissioner Young, second by  Commissioner Sousa to APPROVE CASE NO. 2008-14/RESOLUTION 2008- 14P. 
Said motion was carried in the following roll call vote:

AYES: 
COMMISSIONERS: Young, Sousa, Diaz
NOES:  
COMMISSIONERS: None  
ABSENT:  
COMMISSIONERS: Menezes
ABSTAIN:  
COMMISSIONERS: Medina 
Commissioner Sousa excused himself from the meeting after this item. 
3.
Case No. 2008-39
            Code Amendment 



 18748 Clarkdale Avenue
City of Artesia, 18747 Clarkdale Avenue Artesia CA 90701
Proposed options for amending the Artesia Municipal Code for parking ratio requirements for food/beverage establishments. 
Resolution No. 2008-36P
All Commissioners agreed to continue this item to the upcoming Planning Commission meeting due to the fact that all Commissioners were not present to give their input on this item. 

Commissioner Medina inquired on having the Traffic Engineer, Hui Lai present in the upcoming Planning Commission Meeting.  Mr. Dor stated if all Commissioners were in favor of having Mr. Lai present, arrangements could be made.  
MOTION by Vice Chair Diaz, second by  Commissioner Young to CONTINUE THE PUBLIC HEARING & ITEM FOR CASE NO. 2008-39/RESOLUTION 2008- 36P. 
Said motion was carried in the following roll call vote:
AYES: 
COMMISSIONERS:  Medina, Young, Diaz
NOES:  
COMMISSIONERS:  None
ABSENT:  
COMMISSIONERS:  Sousa, Menezes 
ABSTAIN:     COMMISSIONERS:  None 
4.  Case No. 2008-37


Code Amendment   
City Wide 
City of Artesia 18747 Clarkdale Avenue, Artesia CA 90701
A request for approval of a code amendment to the Artesia Municipal Code to allow the sales of alcohol at gasoline stations located in the Commercial Planned Development (C-P-D) Zone. 
Resolution No. 2008-35P

Details of the case were presented by Assistant Planner Jose Hernandez, as noted in the staff report. 
Mr. Hernandez stated that staff is recommending to continue this item to the next months Planning Commission meeting due to some critical information that staff was waiting on from the ABC School District pertaining to this item.  Mr. Hernandez stated that the applicant was notified that this item would be continued. 
Vice Chairperson Diaz opened the public hearing. 
No one approached the podium to speak on this item. 

MOTION by Vice Chair Diaz, second by  Commissioner Young to CONTINUE THE PUBLIC HEARING & ITEM FOR CASE NO. 2008-37/RESOLUTION 2008- 35P.                                             
Said motion was carried in the following roll call vote:
AYES: 
COMMISSIONERS:  Medina, Young, Diaz 
NOES:  
COMMISSIONERS:  None

ABSENT:  
COMMISSIONERS:  Sousa, Menezes
ABSTAIN:     COMMISSIONERS:  None
Report Item 
5.  Exceptions to “Floor Area” as used for parking calculations
Mr. Okina Dor stated that it is recommended that the Planning Commission discuss the current standards for what is included and excluded from the floor area of a building for purposes of parking calculations and provide direction to staff. 
Vice Chairperson Diaz suggested that utility rooms and storage rooms should not be counted in as floor area.  

Commissioner Diaz suggested coming up with a definition on defining dead space not usable space. 
Commissioner Young recommends staff to come up with a list of different options to bring to the City Council regarding floor area as used for parking calculations. 
MOTION by  Commissioner Young, second by  Commissioner Medina to CONTINUE THIS ITEM AND BRING BACK TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION WTH DIFFERENT OPTIONS. 
Said motion was carried in the following roll call vote:
AYES: 
COMMISSIONERS:  Medina, Young, Diaz 

NOES:  
COMMISSIONERS:  None

ABSENT:  
COMMISSIONERS:  Sousa, Menezes

ABSTAIN:     COMMISSIONERS:  None
Discussion Items from Staff

6.  Art in Public Spaces
It has been brought to Planning Staff’s attention in regards to the type of product, quality and criteria required for a developer/property owner to satisfy the fountain or sculpture requirements within the shared parking standards.  The shared parking criterion requires that “a fountain or sculpture” shall be subject “to the dimensions and character approved by the City. “  This item is brought before the City of Artesia Planning Commission for review and to direct Planning Staff on policy direction in regards to art in public spaces. 
All Commissioners agreed on sending recommendations to City Manager to have the Beautification and Maintenance Committee oversee this item and have staff provide them with guidelines that other cities have in terms of art in public spaces.   
MOTION by Vice Chairperson Diaz, second by  Commissioner Young to SEND RECOMMENDATIONS TO CITY MANAGER. 
Said motion was carried in the following roll call vote:
AYES: 
COMMISSIONERS:  Medina, Young, Diaz 

NOES:  
COMMISSIONERS:  None

ABSENT:  
COMMISSIONERS:  Sousa, Menezes

ABSTAIN:     COMMISSIONERS:  None
Items from Staff
None 
Additional Citizens’ Comments
None 
Items from the Commission
None 
Adjournment
Adjournment at 8:45 pm to the next Regular Planning Commission Meeting to be held on Tuesday, September 23, 2008, at 7:00 p.m., in the City of Artesia Council Chambers.

Attest

I, Erika Castaneda, Planning Clerk of the City of Artesia, do herby certify that the Minutes of the Regular Planning Commission Meeting of August 26, 2008 were approved at the Regular Planning Commission Meeting held on the 23rd of September, 2008 by the following roll call vote:
AYES:   
COMMISSIONERS:
 Medina, Diaz
NOES:  
COMMISSIONERS: None


ABSENT:  
COMMISSIONERS: Young
ABSTAIN:  
COMMISSIONERS: Sousa, Menezes
________________________________

Erika Castaneda, Planning Clerk  
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