MINUTES – REGULAR PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

COUNCIL CHAMBERS

18747 CLARKDALE AVENUE, ARTESIA, CA 90701 
January 27, 2009

Call to Order

The Regular Planning Commission Meeting of the City of Artesia was called to order on January 27, 2009, at the City of Artesia Council Chambers at 7:03 p.m. by Commissioner Diaz. 
Invocation 
Commissioner Medina led the invocation.

Pledge of Allegiance
Commissioner Sousa led the pledge of allegiance.

Administration of Oath for New & Reappointed Commissioners
Deputy City Attorney Melissa Crosthwaite administered the oath to new and reappointed Commissioners. 

Planning Commission Reorganization 
This is now the time to conduct the reorganization of the Planning Commission by electing a new Chair and Vice Chair. 

Commissioner Young made a motion nominating Commissioner Medina for Chairperson, Vice Chairperson Diaz seconded the motion. 

Roll Call: 




Commissioner Canales 








Commissioner Sousa 








Commissioner Young







Vice Chairperson Diaz






Chairman Medina 

Commissioner Sousa made a motion to nominate Commissioner Young for Vice Chairperson, Commissioner Diaz seconded the motion. 

Roll Call



Present:                  Commissioner Canales
Commissioner Sousa
Commissioner Diaz
Vice Chairperson Young 







Commissioner Medina
Absent:




None 
Also Present:
Associate Planner Okina Dor







Assistant Planner Jose Hernandez

Deputy City Attorney Melissa M.    Crosthwaite

City Engineer, Carlos Alba

Planning Clerk Erika Castañeda 
Approval of the Planning Commission Agenda
Motion by Commissioner Diaz second by Vice Chairperson Young to approve the Planning Commission Agenda.  The Planning Commission unanimously approved the Agenda. 
Announcement of Speaker Cards
Chairman Medina announced that for recording purposes, if anyone wishes to make a statement regarding any item on the agenda, to complete a speaker slip and deposit it with the planning clerk prior to the commencement of the meeting.  Please note that there is a five-minute time limit per speaker imposed.  Please stay within this time limit.  
Public Comments
There were no comments from the public. 

1. Consent Calendar  
A. Approval of Minutes of the Planning Commission Meeting of December 23, 2008. 
MOTION by Commissioner Diaz, second by Commissioner Sousa TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING OF DECEMBER 23, 2008. 
Said Motion was carried in the following roll call vote:
AYES:

COMMISSIONERS:  Sousa, Diaz, and Young 
ANOES:
COMMISSIONERS:
  None
ABSENT:
COMMISSIONERS:  None
ABSTAIN:
COMMISSIONERS:  Canales, Medina 
Administration of the Oath:
At this time anyone desiring to speak on a public hearing item should stand and be sworn in by the Deputy City Attorney Melissa M. Crosthwaite.

New Business - Public Hearing:

2.   Case No. 2009-01

Variance, Conditional Use Permit 




16725 Pioneer Boulevard 

Edi Pouldar, 16725 Pioneer Boulevard, Artesia CA 90701

A request for approval of a variance to sell alcohol for off-site consumption within 100 feet of a residential zone and 1000 feet from other uses that alcohol beverages are sold at an existing automobile service station, and a request of approval for a conditional use permit to sell alcohol, off-site consumption to an existing automobile service station located at 16725 Pioneer Boulevard in the Commercial General (C-G) Zone. 

Resolution No. 2009-01P
Details of the case were presented by Assistant Planner Jose Hernandez, as noted in the staff report.

Chairperson Medina opened the public hearing. 
Mr. Edi Pouldar, applicant for the project approached the podium stating that selling alcoholic beverages is a great convenience to have at a gasoline station and stated that the sheriff’s department did not have a major concern with the sale of alcohol at the site.  

Mr. Pouldar stated that the sale of alcohol would not be affected by the adjacent property owners due to the fact that the gasoline station is monitored 24 hours a day as well as staff constantly being on duty. 
Mr. Pouldar also stated that the hours of selling alcohol could be modified to reduce any problems if they happen to occur. 
MOTION by Chairman Medina, second by Commissioner Sousa TO CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING.

Commissioner Diaz asked staff If there were any comments or concerns from the surrounding residents on this item.  Mr. Hernandez stated that at this time there were none. 

Deputy City Attorney, Melissa Crosthwaite wanted to remind staff that they have two options to choose from with this item which is to either adopt the resolution as written which is a denial, or direct staff to draft a resolution of approval to then be brought back to the Planning Commission to be approved in the next regular scheduled meeting. 
Mr. Dor informed the Planning Commission that several gasoline stations within this proximity were inquiring on selling alcohol at their sites, therefore if this item is approved, It will only create a precedent to have other gas station facilities do the same. 
MOTION by Commissioner Diaz, second by  Vice Chairperson Young to APPROVE CASE NO. 2009-01/RESOLUTION 2009- 01P AS WRITTEN. 
Said motion was carried in the following roll call vote:

AYES: 
COMMISSIONERS: Canales, Sousa, Diaz, Young, and Medina
NOES:  
COMMISSIONERS: None
ABSENT:  
COMMISSIONERS: None 
ABSTAIN:  
COMMISSIONERS: None 
3.  Case No. 2009-02

Alley Vacation 


           City of Artesia 

City of Artesia, 18747 Clarkdale Ave, Artesia CA 90701

A request for vacation of a public alley from 166th street to Arkansas Street, said alley centerline being located approximately 172.5 feet west of the centerline of Pioneer Boulevard. 
Resolution No. 2009-02P

Details of the case were presented by Associate Planner Okina Dor, as noted in the staff report.

Chairman Medina opened the public hearing. 

Mr. Pete Ochoa, owner of the property on the west side of the alley approached the podium stating that he is interested in acquiring the alley and has been working with the property owner on the east side of the alley as well.  
Mr. Ochoa also stated that he was also available for any questions or open to any suggestions from the Commission. 
MOTION by Commissioner Diaz, second by Vice Chairperson Young to CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING. 
Vice Chairperson Young inquired on the ingress egress at the site and inquired on the driveway accesses off of 166th and Pioneer.  
Mr. Dor stated that there are multiple driveways and one of the main accesses is on 166th and the other access is on Pioneer Boulevard.  
Commissioner Canales inquired on the cost for this project.  
City Engineer, Mr. Carlos Alba stated that the City Council will make that final decision on who will cover the cost for this project.  

Deputy City Attorney Crosthwaite clarified this item to all Commissioners stating that the resolution presented is to determine conformity with the general plan which starts the process, then at the City Council level there will be a resolution to intent to vacate, and then the actual vacation will take place. 

MOTION by Vice Chairperson Young, second by Commissioner Sousa to APPROVE CASE NO. 2009-02/RESOLUTION 2009- 02P. 

Said motion was carried in the following roll call vote:
AYES: 
COMMISSIONERS:  Canales, Sousa, Diaz, Young, and Medina
NOES:  
COMMISSIONERS:  None

ABSENT:  
COMMISSIONERS:  None
ABSTAIN:     COMMISSIONERS:  None
4.  Case No. 2009-03

Variance 






12012 169th Street

Pablo & Reyna Reynoso, 12012 169th Street, Artesia CA 90701

A request for approval of a variance to maintain an existing garage with the existing 12’-0” turning radius for the property located at 12012 169th Street in the Single Family Residential (R-1) Zone. 

Resolution No. 2009-03P 

Details of the case were presented by Associate Planner Okina Dor, as noted in the staff report.

Chairman Medina opened the public hearing. 

Mrs. Reynoso, applicant for the project approached the podium stating that all work has been done except modifying the garage and will not be done at this time due to it being a financial burden at this time. 
MOTION by Commissioner Sousa, second by Chairman Medina to CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING. 

Commissioner Canales asked staff what precedent would this set for any individual that will have a hardship.
Mr. Dor stated that it would set a precedent in regards to properties that have the same hardship as this one, and they would have to find the appropriate findings for the variance.  
Commissioner Diaz suggested adding a condition to the resolution that the existing garage be painted the same color as the home as well as changing the fish and game exemption fee to read $75.00 dollars. 
MOTION by Commissioner Diaz, second by Commissioner Sousa to APPROVE CASE NO. 2009-03/RESOLUTION 2009- 03P. 

Said motion was carried in the following roll call vote:
AYES: 
COMMISSIONERS:  Canales, Sousa, Diaz, Young, and Medina
NOES:  
COMMISSIONERS:  None

ABSENT:  
COMMISSIONERS:  None 
ABSTAIN:     COMMISSIONERS:  None
5.  Case No. 2009-04


 Tentative Parcel Map No. 67827






 17608-18 Pioneer Boulevard 
Lima Hizon Luz and Architects, 618-B W. Baseline Road, Claremont, CA 91711

A request for approval of a Tentative Parcel Map No. 67827 to subdivide a 3-story commercial building to sixteen (16) units Condominium for the property located at 17608-18 Pioneer Boulevard in the Commercial General (C-G) Zone. 

Resolution No. 2009-04P

Mr. Dor stated that staff is requesting this item to be pulled since it is a house keeping item.  
No further action is necessary. 
Report Item
None
Discussion Items from Staff

6.  2009 League of California Cities Planners Institute Workshop
Mr. Dor wanted to inform all Commission on this upcoming workshop that will be held March 25-27, 2009 for any Commissioner interested in attending.  A flyer was provided with detailed information. 
Items from Staff
None 

Items from the Commission
Commissioner Diaz welcomed the new Commissioner Miguel Canales aboard. 
Adjournment
Adjournment at 8:00 p.m. to the next Regular Planning Commission Meeting to be held on Tuesday, February 24, 2009, at 7:00 p.m., in the City of Artesia Council Chambers.

Attest

I, Erika Castaneda, Planning Clerk of the City of Artesia, do herby certify that the Minutes of the Regular Planning Commission Meeting of January 27, 2009 were approved at the Regular Planning Commission Meeting held on the 24th of February, 2009 by the following roll call vote:
AYES:   
COMMISSIONERS:
 Canales, Sousa, Diaz, Young, and Medina
NOES:  
COMMISSIONERS: None


ABSENT:  
COMMISSIONERS: None
ABSTAIN:  
COMMISSIONERS: None 
________________________________

Erika Castaneda, Planning Clerk  
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