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____________________________________________________________________


The regular meeting of the Artesia City Council was called to order at 7:03 p.m., Monday, December 10th, 2007, in the Artesia City Council Chamber by Mayor Martins. The Invocation was led by Reverend John Rose of the First Baptist Church of Artesia and the Pledge of Allegiance was led by Los Angeles County Sherriff’s Department Sergeant Gregory R. Knapp. 

CALL TO ORDER – 7:03 P.M. 
ROLL CALL –  PRESENT: 

Tony Lima, Council Member






Victor Manalo, Council Member 







Larry Nelson, Council Member







Sally Flowers, Mayor Pro Tem







(Arrived at 7:40 p.m. after roll call) 







John C. Martins, Mayor


    ALSO PRESENT: 

Maria Dadian, City Manager







Daryl Betancur, City Clerk/Treasurer







Kevin Ennis, City Attorney







Justine Menzel, Deputy City Manager







Okina Dor, Associate Planner

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – Led by Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department Sergeant Gregory R. Knapp.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA – APPROVED 4-0
Motion by Council Member Nelson, seconded by Council Member Lima, to approve agenda as presented. Motion carries 4-0.
Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson and Martins

NOES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None

ABSTAIN: 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None

ABSENT: 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: Flowers 

ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING SPEAKER CARDS

Anyone wishing to speak to the City Council should fill out a speaker card and give that card to the City Clerk at the staff table prior to the commencement of the meeting. Please observe a time limit of three (3) minutes when giving your presentation.
CITIZEN COMMENTS ON ITEMS THAT ARE NOT ON THE AGENDA OR ITEMS LISTED UNDER THE HEADING CONSENT CALENDAR

This time is for members of the public to address the City Council on items that are not listed on the agenda or items listed under the heading consent calendar.   Any   public comments that cannot be heard within the next 20 minutes will be heard at the end of the meeting.

Gurpal Soed, Ambala Cash and Carry, Atit Thakor, Boliwood- All Indian business owners in the City of Artesia, expressed concerns regarding the barricades in front of their businesses and that because of this, their businesses are suffering. 
Mayor Martins spoke regarding the traffic study test and indicated that the barricades will be removed within the next couple days and that the City is trying to build a better downtown for everyone; that the City is going to have more meetings regarding the Downtown Redevelopment project and encouraged them to participate, come to the meetings and offer their input.

Luis Angel Soto- Spoke regarding his disappointment with the Resolution that the City Council had passed a couple of months ago and that he wished the City Council had supported his request. 

CEREMONIAL PRESENTATION
1. 
INTRODUCTION OF MISS ARTESIA PRINCESS 2007 – JAQUELYN BENCITO
Linda Gonzalez introduced the Miss Artesia Beauty Court and announced that Greta Olivera had won the title of Ms. La Palma and that the new Miss Artesia Princess is now Jaquelyn Bencito.

2.
RECOGNITION OF THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT OFFICER STEVE SOLIZ FOR HIS SERVICE TO THE CITIZENS OF ARTESIA

Mayor Martins and the members of the City Council presented Deputy Sherriff Soliz with a proclamation and wished him well in his new assignment as Detective.

Dody Bedingfield- Spoke in support of Deputy Soliz’s efforts with the neighborhood watch program and praised him for his dedication, professionalism and everything he has done for the community.

BUSINESS PRESENTATION

3. 
PRESENTATION BY BEN HARVEY- PUBLIC AFFAIRS MANAGER WITH SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON- REGARDING STATE OF THE CITY’S ELECTRICAL SYSTEM
Presentation continued to the January 22nd, 2008 City Council meeting at the request of Mr. Harvey. 

CONSENT CALENDAR
It is recommended that Items 4 through 14 be acted on simultaneously in one vote unless a member of the City Council requests separate discussion and/or action on the item. In the event a councilmember requests separate discussion on a consent calendar, the City Council will consider that item immediately following approval of the rest of the consent calendar.

Motion by Council Member Nelson, seconded by Council Member Manalo, to approve the consent calendar with the exception of item 14. Motion carries 4-0

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson and Martins

NOES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT: 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: Flowers 

4.  
EXCUSING COUNCILMEMBERS WHO ARE ABSENT FROM MEETING
5.  WAIVING OF FULL READING OF ORDINANCES LISTED ON AGENDA

6.  APPROVAL OF DEMANDS

7.  APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL REPORT(S)

8.  APPROVAL OF CITY COUNCIL MINUTES



REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING – MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 13TH, 


2007


SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING- MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 28TH, 2007 
9.  APPROVAL OF COMMISSION MINUTES 


           PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING – MINUTES OF OCTOBER 23, 2007
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING- MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 26TH, 2007 

BEAUTIFICATION & MAINTENANCE MEETING - MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 20TH, 2007



PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION MEETING-MINUTES OFSEPTEMBER 18TH, 



2007
10. APPROVAL OF EMPLOYMENT CONTRACT FOR CITY CLERK/TREASURER 
11. 2006 HOME PROGRAM ACTIVITY UPDATE
12. APPROVAL OF THE SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT SUCEES THROUGH 


AWARENESS AND RESISTANCE (S.T.A.R.) AGREEMENT 
13.  SIX MONTH STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES UPDATE 

14.
 NOTIFICATION (ADVISE LETTER) OF PROPOSED 2008 RATE ESCALATION 


 BY PARK WATER COMPANY
Council Member Manalo spoke regarding the high increase with respect to water rates and stated that he brought this up because he wanted the City Council to submit a letter of protest to the Park Water Company regarding their rates. 

Maria Dadian, City Manager stated that in the past the City has submitted letters of protests and a Resolution opposing the rate increases and that was forwarded to Park Water but that is also necessary that the City files its position with the Public Utilities Commission. A lengthy discussion ensued regarding the high water rates with the City Council taking the position that a number of steps need to be taken about this matter and directed the following: 1) that a letter of protest be filed immediately with the Public Utilities Commission (PUC); 2) that staff engages the assistance of the local legislative delegation such as the local Senator’s Office and Assembly Member Mendoza’s Office to seek their help and support on this; 3) that the City Manager instructs the City’s lobbyist in Sacramento to work on this. Further, Council Member Nelson requested that staff find out when the public hearings are before the Public Utilities Commission because he desires to attend and provide testimony and also that a request is submitted to the PUC asking that the City wishes to be placed on the PUC Public Hearing agenda.
Council Member Lima suggested that a comparative study will be helpful in supporting the City’s position on this issue. 

PUBLIC HEARING(S)
ADMINISTRATION OF OATH TO SPEAKERS (At this time anyone wishing to speak on a public hearing item on the City Council Agenda should stand and be sworn in by

City Attorney)

15.
ORDINANCE NO. 07-724- AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ARTESIA, ALLOWING FOR THE USE OF GRAPE ARBORS AND OTHER TYPES OF ARBORS AS A LANDSCAPE FEATURE IN THE AGRICULTURE-SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL ZONE (A-1), THE SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL ZONE (R-1), AND THE MEDIUM DENSITY RESIDENTIAL ZONE (M-D-R) AND AMENDING THE ARTESIA MUNICIPAL CODE
Okina Dor, Associate Planner presented the staff report and stated that this has been an issue that has been back and forth for review before the City Council and the Planning Commission, which has now recommended approval with a minor revision. 

Mayor Martins announced this to be the time and place for a public hearing on item 15 and invited those persons wishing to give testimony to please stand and be administered the Oath by the City Attorney. There was no one who wished to testify either for or against item 15, thus the Mayor closed the public hearing. 

Following Mr. Dor’s report, the City Council engaged in a brief discussion and collectively agreed that the height of the Arbor is not to exceed 9 feet. 
Motion by Council Member Lima, seconded by Council Member Nelson, to waive further reading and introduce Ordinance No. 07-724 as amended. Motion carries 4-0. (FIRST READING) 
Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson and Martins

NOES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT: 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: Flowers 

16.
RESOLUTION NO. 07-2073- A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF ARTESIA, DENYING AN APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE FOR TWO MONUMENT SIGNS AND APPROVING A DESIGN  REVIEW FOR A SIGN PROGRAM FOR THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 18120-18180 PIONEER BOULEVARD IN THE COMMERCIAL GENERAL (C-G) ZONE. (CASE NO. 2007-34) 
Okina Dor, Associate Planner presented the staff report discussing some of the major elements of the proposal such as the signs, their location and what the applicant had envisioned with respect to the proposed sign program at this particular location. 
Further, Mr. Dor stated that the other concept regarding Mr. Bhindi’s communication was to request that the City Council considers the approval of the sign program while giving him the ability to request a continuance of the variance component in order to address the monument sign issue. Moreover, Mr. Dor indicated that the applicant wants to have the ability to look at the different options and to work with staff to go out to the site and physically look at any other possibilities and bring those options back to the City Council. 
Mayor Martins announced this to be the time and place for a public hearing on item 16 and invited those persons wishing to give testimony to do so at this time.

Dhanesh Bhindi- Mr. Bhindi expressed his gratitude to Mr. Dor for the considerable amount of time he spent with him on this item and further, Mr. Bhindi stated that the request to have the two additional properties with the maximum of three signs is an option to have so that he does not have to come back to the City Council in the near future; and that the signs are at logical locations.  

Mayor Martins asked if there was anyone else who wished to address the City Council on item 16 and seeing none, he then closed the public hearing. 

A lengthy discussion ensued about this proposal with the City Council asking questions of the applicant in terms of the sign program and the options he was considering. The City Council moved to consider the item and provided direction to staff to continue the monument sign component for 60 days. 
Motion by Council Member Lima, seconded by Council Member Manalo, to approve subject to all of the amendments and provided staff direction to continue monument sign component for 60 days from today’s date; approved the Design Review for the sign program and amended the condition of approval to allow the option to have three signs at the north end of Unit A and on Unit D, which is adjacent to the driveways. Motion carries 5-0. 
Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson, Flowers and Martins

NOES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT: 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 
17. 
APROVAL OF ALLOCATION OF SUPPLEMENTAL LAW ENFORCEMENT SERVICES FUNDS AUTHORIZED BY AB3229 (BRULTE) OF 1996 RELATING TO THE CITIZENS OPTION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY (COPS) PROGRAMS 
Justine Menzel, Deputy City Manager presented the staff report indicating that this is a house keeping item. 
 Mayor Martins announced this to be the time and place for a public hearing on item 17 and invited those persons wishing to give testimony to do so now. Seeing none, Mayor Martins then closed the public hearing. 

Motion by Council Member Nelson, seconded by Council Member Manalo, to approve as presented. Motion carries 4-0 with Mayor Martins abstaining. 

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson, and Flowers 

NOES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: Martins
ABSENT: 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None  

RESOLUTIONS 

18.
RESOLUTION NO. 07-2074- A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF ARTESIA, ADOPTING THE CITY’S RECORDS RETENTION SCHEDULE, APPROVING PROCEDURES FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF RECORDS AND ADOPTING AN ELECTRONIC STORAGE POLICY
Daryl Betancur, City Clerk/Treasurer presented a brief report stating that the records retention schedules have been long overdue and that they are presented in accordance with legal requirement and also to meet the deadline as outlined in the strategic planning goal setting document. A brief discussion ensued with respect to the disposition of email, with City Clerk Betancur asking that in order to move forward he was in favor of deleting the language regarding email to allow for more staff discussion. After considering objections with respect to the handling of email, the City Council asked that the City Clerk look into issues related to the liability aspect of records and to consult the JPIA and see if they had any input or stipulations. 

Motion by Council Member Nelson, seconded by Council Member Manalo, to continue to the January 22nd City Council meeting. Motion carries 5-0. 

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson, Flowers and Martins

NOES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT: 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None  

18A. RESOLUTION NO. 07-2075- A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF ARTESIA, AMENDING THE EXERCISE JOINT POWERS AGREEMENT WITH GATEWAY CITIES

Maria Dadian, City Manager presented the staff report stating that this Resolution No. 07-2075 approved the amended Joint Exercise of Powers Agreement. 
Motion by Council Member Lima, seconded by Council Member Nelson, to adopt Resolution No. 07-2075 as read by title. Motion carries 5-0. 

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson, Flowers and Martins

NOES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT: 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None  

APPROVED 5-0
PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION(S)

19. 
CASE NO. 2007-37


VARIANCE, CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT







AND DESIGN REVIEW








17125 Roseton Avenue
Frank Lopez, 2410 Rainbow Glen Road, Fallbrook, CA 92028

A request for a variance to construct a new building within a ten (10) foot setback, a conditional use permit to allow the use of a warehouse and a design review request to construct office/warehouse building for the property located at 17127 Roseton Avenue in the Light Manufacturing and Industrial (M-1) zones.  

Resolution No. 2007-36P
Okina Dor, Associate Planner presented the staff report.  A lengthy discussion ensued about this item with the City Council providing the following staff direction: 1) to continue to January 22nd and set it up as a public hearing; 2) provide a 5’0” minimum setback for the proposed building along the rear property line; 3) provide a 5’0” minimum setback for the proposed block wall; 4) to use decorative wrought-iron fencing and gates along the front property line; and 5) to work with staff to incorporate the visibility/line-of-sight requirement for both the driveway access points. Further, the City Council asked the applicant to revise the site plan, floor plan and elevations to reflect any changes based on the discussion that occurred at this meeting. 
Motion by Council Member Lima, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Flowers, to approve subject to the changes stipulated above. Motion carries 5-0. 

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson, Flowers and Martins

NOES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT: 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None  

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION(S)

20.  
RECOMMENDATION TO MODIFY ALBURTIS STREET POST OFFICE BOX ISLAND  
Justine Menzel, Deputy City Manager presented the staff report and asked that this item be continued to the January 22nd, City Council meeting. 

Motion by Council Member Manalo, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Flowers, to continue to January 22nd, 2008. Motion carries 5-0. 

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson, Flowers and Martins

NOES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT: 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None  

STAFF REPORT(S) 
21.
REPORT ON A SURVEY CONDUCTED RELATIVE TO GROCERY AND LIQUOR RETAIL STORES
Okina Dor, Associate Planner presented the staff report regarding a survey of grocery stores in the city and that the staff report includes 32, which are depicted on the zoning map attached. 
Dhanesh Bhindi- Spoke against any moratorium of grocery stores because they offer a variety of tastes and ethnic preferences. 

A brief discussion took place with the discussion centering on a possible moratorium on grocery stores because most members of the City Council feel that there are too many within close proximity to each other. 
Motion by Council Member Lima, seconded by Council Member Nelson to direct the City Attorney to prepare an urgency ordinance establishing a moratorium on grocery stores. Motion carries 5-0 with City Attorney Ennis explaining the process for an urgency ordinance and its effect as a matter of law.
Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson, Flowers and Martins

NOES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT: 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None  

22.
FRIENDS OF THE ARTESIA FOUNDATION NON-PROFIT APPOINTMENT OF DIRECTORS 
Mayor Martins continued the matter without objection to the next City Council meeting scheduled for Tuesday, January 22nd, 2008. 

23.
A REQUEST FOR CONSIDERATION OF SCHEDULING THE MID-YEAR BUDGET REVIEW

Justine Menzel, Deputy City Manager asked the City Council to look at their schedules in order to decide on a date for the mid-year budget review. Following a brief discussion, the council settled on Tuesday, February 5th, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. for the mid-year budget review. 
24.
REQUEST TO RESCHEDULE CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF JANUARY 14TH, 2008 DUE TO CALIFORNIA CONTRACT CITIES ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE
Maria Dadian, City Manager requested that the City Council reschedule the regular city council meeting of January 14th, 2008 to another date due to the California Contract Cities Conference taking place during the same time period. The decision was made to move the City Council meeting to January 22nd, 2008.

25.
DISCUSSION RELATIVE TO HOSTING A VISITATION OF THE CITY OF JAMAY FIREFIGHTERS
Maria Dadian, City Manager presented the staff report indicating that this item was a continued item that was on the agenda because it was something Mayor Martins wanted to entertain. 
Mayor Martins provided a brief report as to how this item came about and a brief discussion ensued with respect to the specific objectives of the program. Council Member Nelson asked Assistant Fire Chief Richardson who was in attendance for this input and asked that if he knew about a group called the Bomberos who does a similar kind of project. Chief Richardson stated that indeed there is and that it focuses more on hands-on training whereas what Mayor Martins is proposing is more or less a tour of the training facilities and exposure to equipment. 

Following a brief discussion, the City Council directed that this item be continued to January 22nd, and that the City Manager investigates how much it will cost to cover the transportation expense for two City of Jamay Firefighters and to report back to the city council. 

Motion by Council Member Manalo, seconded by Council Member Lima, to approve paying for the cost of transportation of two Jamay Firefighters. Motion carries 5-0. 

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson, Flowers and Martins

NOES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT: 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None  

26.
THE BHINDI INTERNATIONAL CROSSROADS CENTER PROJECT FOR CONSIDERATION OF A SHARED PARKING IMPACT FEE PAYMENT PLAN-CASE NO. 2005-58/ORDINANCE NO. 691, CITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION Nos. 1942, 1943, 1944, 1946 (GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT, ZONE CHANGE, TENTATIVE PARCEL MAP, VARIANCE, CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT, AND DESIGN REVIEW
A brief staff report was presented by City Manager Dadian who stated that normally with every project the applicant has to pay all of the shared parking impact fees up front and that the total sum due to the City in fees from the Bhindi International Crossroads Center project is $75,760; that the action being requested here tonight is to allow for a payment play for the shared parking impact fees. 
A brief discussion ensued with the consensus being that the applicant is responsible for paying all fees up front including the parking impact fees. 

Dhanesh Bhindi- Mr. Bhindi spoke in favor of a payment plan citing real estate market conditions as the reasoning why he needed the payment plan and that they have a mechanism in place to guarantee the repayment plan over time should the council decides to grant it. 
Motion by Council Member Lima, seconded by Council Member Manalo, to receive and file. No formal action taken. Motion carries 5-0. 

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson, Flowers and Martins

NOES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT: 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None  

27.
REPORT RELATIVE TO ALLEY PROJECT IMPROVEMENTS

Maria Dadian, City Manager presented a brief report and stated that with respect to this item, staff was proposing to use funding available to do another alley located east of Jersey Street between 188th and 187th  Streets, which is a short alley; that currently, there are no funds to do a full alley as we have been doing in accordance with the alley reconstruction plan but since the contractor (Haitbrink) was already deployed and ready to go then it would result in a more efficient use of resources. 
Following a brief discussion, the City Council directed the City Manager to wait until there are enough funds to do a full alley in accordance with the schedule that the city has been following thus far. 

Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Flowers, seconded by Council Member Manalo, to receive and file.  Motion carries 5-0. 

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson, Flowers and Martins

NOES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT: 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None  

28.
A REQUEST FOR POLICY DIRECTION ON CAR RENTAL FACILITIES
Okina Dor, Associate Planner presented the staff report and gave a lengthy summary of what the applicant was looking for with respect to the proposed development on this site. Following a lengthy discussion, the City Council directed that staff to work with applicant and begin the process of the code amendment (text amendment) for car rental facilities subject to approval of a conditional use permit (CUP) in the Commercial General (C-G) Zone and to come back to the City Council for the February 11th City Council meeting. 
29.
A REQUEST FOR POLICY DIRECTION ON BILLIARD/POOL ESTABLISHMENTS
Okina Dor, Associate Planner presented the staff report and gave a lengthy summary of what the applicant was looking for with respect to the proposed development on this site. Following a lengthy discussion, the City Council directed that staff to work with applicant and begin the process of the code amendment (text amendment) for billiard/pool hall establishments subject to approval of a conditional use permit (CUP) in the Commercial General (C-G) Zone and to come back to the City Council for the February 11th City Council meeting. 

Jean Pak- Ms. Pak through an interpreter spoke in favor of her project and stated that this is mostly for instruction but anyone who wishes to come and play pool then they can come and do so. 

30.
CONSIDERATION TO CLOSE CITY HALL ON CHRISTMAS EVE AND NEW YEARS EVE

Mayor Martins indicated that this is an item he asked to be placed on the agenda because he wanted the full approval of the City Council and asked the City Manager if this would present any staffing issues to which City Manager Dadian responded no. There was a brief discussion in terms of whether or not this was going to be a tradition from now on to which Mayor Martins responded no. He indicated that this was a unique situation because Christmas and New Year’s Eve were Mondays and it would make sense to allow employees to have the time off. 
Item approved unanimously without objection no formal motion entertained. 
31.
CALL FOR PROJECTS FOR FEDERAL APPROPRIATIONS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2009

Maria Dadian, City Manager presented the staff report which lists some of the programs that have the potential for funding.  Item to be received and filed with City Manager to follow up on requests for funding from staff. 
32.
STATE FUNDING REDUCTIONS TO LIBRARY PROGRAMS AND A REQUEST FOR RESTORATION OF THESE FUNDS AS REQUESTED BY THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES LIBRARY

A brief report was presented by City Manager Dadian who indicated that a letter is being drafted to send to the Governor with respect to this matter.

33.
POLICY REGARDING USE OF ARTESIA PARK AND STATUS REGARDING FACILITY USE APPLICATIONS AND AGREEMENTS

Council Member Nelson spoke as member of the ad-hoc committee stating that they had met and they had identified some issues related to the agreement including: the punishers have not  maintain the snack bar, equipment and fields as agreed; that the Los Angeles Health Department has cited the city for many violations of the health code in the snack bar; that the punishers currently have two teams a 16 year old and an 18 year old team but they bring from 32 to 64 teams on the field for tournaments and they charge for the use of the field and the city is not getting any revenue from it. Mayor Martins interjected stating that it would be best to discuss this matter at length because the punishers contract is not up for renewal and therefore, the discussion could be entertained at another time when there is ample time to hear all of the issues discovered by the ad-hoc committee. 
Mayor Martins then directed the ad-hoc committee and staff to meet with the punishers to address these issues and to report back to the City Council at the January 22nd, City Council meeting. 
ADDITIONAL CITIZEN COMMENTS

This time is set-aside for the public to address the City Council on any item of interest within the subject matter jurisdiction of the City Council that could not be heard under citizen comment section at the beginning of the meeting.
There were no additional citizen comments.

COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS

This is the time for additional general comment, announcements, and requests of staff and/or other issues of concern to Councilmembers that may briefly be presented at this time. 

Council Member Lima
· Spoke regarding the employees Christmas Party and the tree lighting ceremony as enjoyable events

· Reported on the Artesia Business Association stating that Tony Martins had filed the paperwork with the Secretary of State and that they are moving forward with the by-laws

· Wished everyone a happy holiday season

Council Member Manalo

· Also stated that the tree lighting ceremony was a great event

· Thanked colleagues for their support on these last 9 months since he has been on the City Council 

· Wished everyone a happy holiday season

Mayor  Pro Tem Flowers

· Spoke of the recent events, which were terrific

· Made comments with respect to the white  picket fence program and wants to look at using the 20% set aside to assist with this program

Council Member Nelson

· Spoke of the Holiday party that it was an excellent event

· Stated that he has a big announcement coming

Mayor Martins 

· Thanked the City Manager for coordinating the tree lighting ceremony event

· Also commended staff for the Christmas Party and the tree lighting event, both of which were successful

· Made comments regarding converting old market into housing and for the city to look into acquiring said property

· Commended staff for all that has been accomplished during this year

COUNCILMEMBER REPORTS ON MEETINGS ATTENDED AT PUBLIC EXPENSE
Mayor Pro Tem Flowers

· Attended the National League of Cities Conference where she obtained a great deal of information regarding a number of topics such as addressing the issue of foreclosures and commented that some cities are contacting local banks to purchase properties

· Stated that the City Council should consider sending someone to the National League of Cities Conference each year because of the workshops which are targeted specifically to issues facing small cities and also because of the great networking opportunities
ADJOURNED- 12:13 A.M. IN MEMORY OF DR. CARLOS LANTING WHO PASSED AWAY THIS WEEK.

ADJOURNED TO THE REGULAR
 CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF JANUARY 14TH, 2008, WHICH WAS RESCHEDULED FOR TUESDAY, JANUARY 22ND, 2008.
__________________________

DARYL BETANCUR, CMC

CITY CLERK/TREASURER
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