MINUTES
ARTESIA CITY COUNCIL- CITY OF ARTESIA
ARTESIA CITY HALL
18747 CLARKDALE AVENUE, ARTESIA, CA
SPECIAL MEETING OF THE ARTESIA
CITY COUNCIL
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 28TH, 2007

5:00 P.M. 
____________________________________________________________________
The special meeting of the Artesia City Council was called to order at 5:05 p.m. Wednesday, November 28th, 2007, in the Artesia City Council Chamber by Mayor Pro Tem Flowers. The invocation was led by Mayor Pro Tem Flowers and the Pledge of Allegiance was led by Deputy City Manager, Justine Menzel. 
CALL TO ORDER- 5:05 p.m. 
ROLL CALL- PRESENT: 

Tony Lima, Council Member






Victor Manalo, Council Member






Larry Nelson, Council Member






Sally Flowers, Mayor Pro Tem






John C. Martins, Mayor 

(Arrived at 5:20 p.m. after roll call)


   ALSO PRESENT: 
Maria Dadian, City Manager






Daryl Betancur, City Clerk/Treasurer






Kevin Ennis, City Attorney

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – Led by Justine Menzel, Deputy City Manager
APPROVAL OF AGENDA- APPROVED 5-0 
ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING SPEAKER CARDS

Anyone wishing to speak to the City Council should fill out a speaker card and give that card to the City Clerk at the staff table prior to the commencement of the meeting.  Please observe a time limit of three (3) minutes when giving your presentation.

CITIZEN COMMENTS ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA

This time has been set aside for members of the public to address the Councilmembers on items that are not already listed on the agenda.  Any public comments that cannot be heard within the next 20 minutes will be heard at the end of the meeting. 
There were no citizen comments. 

1.
CITY OF ARTESIA COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS TREE
Maria Dadian, City Manager presented the staff report and stated that on the report under proposal No. 1, this indicates that the cost is $9,849.25 when it should have been listed as $10,612.57 for the entire proposal. Further, Ms. Dadian briefed the council regarding the different proposals presented and what was included in each one of them. Additionally, Ms. Dadian stated that there is urgency with this in that a decision needs to be made in order to move forward with the Christmas tree lighting event scheduled for Friday, December 7th. 
A brief discussion ensued regarding the subject and the consensus was that a 16 foot tree be purchased.  Council Member Nelson reported that he visited three different places and that the other two places he went to only did inside trees and that the difference between an inside tree versus an outside tree is about $4,000.
Further, Mr. Nelson stated that the company that they are proposing to go with took them to South Coast Plaza and showed them the trees being used there; that these trees are conical, the height of which can be adjusted; and that every year they can be rehabbed by replacing the limbs and the lights. Mr. Nelson then discussed that he was able to negotiate the price down from almost $9,200 to $5,500, which also includes the 4 foot start at the top and the LED lighting but not the decorations. 
Following Council Member Nelson’s report, a lengthy discussion ensued pertaining to the provisions of the contract, the warranty item and whether or not the proposed tree was fire proofed. 

Kevin Ennis, City Attorney clarified for the council certain aspects of the proposal stating that there is a limited warranty in that the company will replace any malfunctioning product that the company is not responsible for any products damaged or lost due to vandalism, extreme weather conditions, or acts of God and will make efforts to replace such products for an additional charge.  

The City Council asked City Manager Dadian to look into 1) the warranty issue with the company and 2) consult with the Fire Department with respect to the fire proof aspect and if the there is a certification that needs to be obtained from them. 

Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Flowers, seconded by Council Member Manalo, to approve proposal No. 1, which is to purchase the 16 foot tree including the ornaments, the tree top star and three 4 foot candy cane wreaths, subject to the conditions stipulated earlier. Motion carries 5-0. 
Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson, Flowers and Martins


NOES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT: 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 


2.
CLOSED SESSION – Council Recessed at 5:45 p.m. 
A. 
PUBLIC EMPLOYEE EVALUATION  

 (Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957) 
 Title of Position: 
City Manager

3.       RECESS BACK TO OPEN SESSION- 7:05 p.m. 
4.        ANNOUNCEMENT OF RESULTS OF CLOSED SESSION  
Kevin Ennis, City Attorney, announced that no final action was taken and that this item is to be continued to the December 10th City Council meeting. 
ADDITIONAL CITIZEN COMMENTS 

This time is set aside for the public to address the City Council on any item of interest within the subject matter jurisdiction of the City Council that could not be heard under citizen comment section at the beginning of the meeting. 
There were no citizen comments.

COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS

This time is for additional general comment, announcements, requests of staff and/or other issues of concern to Councilmembers that may briefly be presented at this time. 
There were no additional council member comments. 
ADJOURNED – 7: 07 p.m. 
_______________________
DARYL BETANCUR, CMC
CITY CLERK/TREASURER
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