MINUTES
CITY OF ARTESIA
ARTESIA CITY HALL, COUNCIL CHAMBERS
18747 CLARKDALE AVENUE, ARTESIA, CA 90701

SPECIAL JOINT MEETING OF 
THE ARTESIA CITY COUNCIL, THE REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY BOARD AND THE ARTESIA PLANNING COMMISSION 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER, 2ND, 2007
6:00 P.M.

____________________________________________________________________________

The Special Joint meeting of the Artesia City Council, the Redevelopment Agency Board and Planning Commission was called to order at 6:07 p.m., by Council Member/Board Member Nelson. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Associate Planner, Okina Dor.

ROLL CALL- 
PRESENT: 
Tony Lima, Council Member/Board Member
Victor Manalo, Council Member/Board Member

Larry R. Nelson, Council Member/Board Member

Sally Flowers, Mayor Pro Tem/Vice Chairman (arrived at 6:11 p.m.) 

John C. Martins, Mayor/Chairman (arrived at 6:25 p.m.) 

   PLANNING COMMISSION: 
Clayton Young, Chairman (Absent) 

Paulo Menezes, Commissioner (Absent) 


Alberto Souza, Commissioner (Absent)


Michele Diaz, Commissioner (Present)


Paul Da Veiga, Commissioner (Absent)

                      ALSO PRESENT:  
Maria Dadian, City Manager


Daryl Betancur, City Clerk/Treasurer


Kevin Ennis, City Attorney


Justine Menzel, Deputy City Manager


Okina Dor, Associate Planner


Hui Lai, Traffic Engineer/Consultant

APPROVAL OF AGENDA- APPROVED 3-2 with Mayor Pro Tem/Vice Chairman Flowers and Mayor/Chairman Martins absent. 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER/BOARD MEMBER LIMA, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER/BOARD MEMBER MANALO TO APPROVE AGENDA. MOTION CARRIES WITHOUT OBJECTION. 

ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING SPEAKER CARDS

Anyone wishing to speak to the City Council/Agency Board or Planning Commission should fill out a speaker card and give that card to the City Clerk/Agency Secretary at the staff table prior to the commencement of the meeting.  Please observe a time limit of three (3) minutes when giving your presentation.
CITIZEN COMMENTS ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA

This time has been set aside for members of the public to address the Councilmembers/Boardmembers or Planning Commission on items that are not already listed on the agenda.  Any public comments that cannot be heard within the next 20 minutes will be heard at the end of the meeting. 

There were no citizen comments.
CEREMONIAL PRESENTATION

1.
PROCLAMATION DECLARING THE MONTH OF OCTOBER AS RED 

 
RIBBON WEEK IN THE CITY OF ARTESIA. 

Betty Lou Ormonde introduced members of the school representatives who were present and included, Our Lady of Fatima, Burbank, Carver, Niemens as well as Gahr High School. They all received their respective proclamations.

BUSINESS PRESENTATIONS
2.
ARTESIA REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY BOND PROPOSAL- AUTHORIZATION TO ISSUE TAX ALLOCATION BONDS TO FINANCE PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND PUBLIC FACILITIES 
Maria Dadian, City Manager presented the staff report and indicated that this report is relative to the issuance of bonds and that the recommendation is to allow staff to move forward and prepare the necessary documents to issue tax allocation bonds for the Agency and in the amount of 12 million dollars to be used to finance land acquisitions, public infrastructure improvements and for the design and construction of the new public parking structure. Ms. Dadian’s report covered specific points outlined in the report including Agency Board priorities such as 1) Infrastructure Phase 3, 2) Historical District, 3) Public Works Yard and the 4) Community Center. There was a substantial discussion regarding the update on these priorities, the identified financing objectives, the reasoning behind debt financing as well as a discussion in detail with respect to the financing mechanism and related issues surrounding interest rates, priority of projects, estimated cost, proposed tax increment revenue projections and financing structure. 
Maria Dadian also introduced Mr. Michael Bush, Vice President of Urban Futures and Mr. John Solarczyk with the firm of De La Rosa & Co- Bond Underwriter who briefed the City Council regarding the proposed bond issue. 
Motion by Council Member/Board Member Nelson, seconded by Council Member/Board Member Lima to direct staff to prepare the necessary documents to issue Tax Allocation Bonds from the Artesia Redevelopment Agency of approximately 12 million to finance land acquisition, public infrastructure improvements and for the design and construction of a new public parking structure and to have that placed on a future agenda when staff is ready to provide said documents. Council also indicated that they would like to see full disclosure of all underwriting and related fees. Motion carries 5-0. 

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS/BOARD MEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson, Flowers and Martins 

NOES:

COUNCIL MEMBERS/BOARD MEMBERS: None 


ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS/BOARD MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT: 
COUNCIL MEMBERS/BOARD MEMBERS: None 

3.   
ARTESIA DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION MASTER PLAN- “ARTESIA 


INTERNATIONAL AND CULTURAL DISTRICT” 
Maria Dadian, City Manager presented the staff report indicating that this is a presentation regarding the Downtown Revitalization Master Plan and its elements. There was extensive discussion regarding the proposal presented with Council members expressing concerns with traffic issues and the level of community outreach. Direction was given to staff to come back with a simple plan that would combine the ideas presented in plans A and B in addition to council’s ideas without having to spend a great deal of financial resources into it said conceptual plan to identify areas for outdoor dining opportunities. 
Hui Lai, City Engineer was on hand to brief the City Council on the traffic analysis and traffic flow associated with the options presented as A and B stating that the best way to measure traffic flow would be through a license plate survey method which is a more accurate measurement. 

Motion by Council Member/Board Member Nelson, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem/Vice Chairman Flowers to direct staff to come back with another conceptual plan that will include the ideas presented on plans A and B, the Downtown Revitalization Project Phase 3 of Pioneer Boulevard improvements inclusive of the traffic circulation 30 day test reducing portions of Pioneer Boulevard from four to two lanes and identify related costs. Motion carries 4-1 with one abstention. 
Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS/BOARD MEMBERS: Manalo, Nelson, Flowers and Martins 

NOES:

COUNCIL MEMBERS/BOARD MEMBERS: None 


ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS/BOARD MEMBERS: Lima
ABSENT: 
COUNCIL MEMBERS/BOARD MEMBERS: None 

4.
ORDINANCE NO. 07-721- AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ARTESIA APPROVING A DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF ARTESIA AND VAN WAGNER COMMUNICATIONS, LLC FOR THE CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION OF AN OUTDOOR ADVERTISING STRUCTURE AND ASSOCIATED IMPROVEMENTS TO BE LOCATED ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF A.J.PADELFORD PARK NORTH OF THE ARTESIA (91) FREEWAY CASE NO. 2007-21.

(SECOND READING AND ADOPTION) 

Motion by Council Member/Board Member Lima, seconded by Council Member/Board Member Manalo to continue to the City Council meeting of October 15th, 2007. Motion carries 5-0.  

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS/BOARD MEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson, Flowers and Martins 

NOES:

COUNCIL MEMBERS/BOARD MEMBERS: None 


ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS/BOARD MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT: 
COUNCIL MEMBERS/BOARD MEMBERS: None 

Council recessed at 9:20 p.m. for a short break and reconvened at 9:30 p.m. 

STAFF REPORTS 

5. 
STATUS REPORT ON DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS FOR ALLOWING AND REGULATING GRAPE ARBORS 
Motion by Council Member/Board Member Nelson, seconded by Council Member/Board Member Manalo to continue to the City Council meeting of October 15th, 2007. Motion carries 4-1. With Mayor Pro Tem Flowers absent. (Left at 9:25 p.m.)   

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS/BOARD MEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson and Martins 

NOES:

COUNCIL MEMBERS/BOARD MEMBERS: None 


ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS/BOARD MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT: 
COUNCIL MEMBERS/BOARD MEMBERS: Mayor Pro Tem/Vice Chairman Flowers
6. 
DISCUSSION REGARDING ZONING DESIGNATION ALONG THE EAST SIDE OF NORWALK BOULEVARD BETWEEN SOUTH STREET AND FLORA VISTA
Motion by Council Member/Board Member Nelson, seconded by Council Member/Board Member Manalo to continue to the City Council meeting of October 15th, 2007. Motion carries 4-1. With Mayor Pro Tem Flowers absent. (Left at 9:25 p.m.)   

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS/BOARD MEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson and Martins 

NOES:

COUNCIL MEMBERS/BOARD MEMBERS: None 


ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS/BOARD MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT: 
COUNCIL MEMBERS/BOARD MEMBERS: Mayor Pro Tem/Vice Chairman Flowers 

ADDITIONAL CITIZEN COMMENTS

This time is set aside for the public to address the Councilmembers/Boardmembers or Planning Commission on any item of interest within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Councilmembers/Boardmembers or Planning Commission that could not be heard under the citizen comment section at the beginning of the meeting.

There were no citizen comments.

COUNCILMEMBER/BOARDMEMBER/COMISSIONERS COMMENTS   
This is the time for additional general comments, announcements, and requests of staff and/or other issues of concern to Councilmembers/Boardmembers or Planning Commission that may briefly be presented at this time.

Council Member/Board Member- Lima – Attended contract cities conference in Riverside and found it informative.
Council Member/Board Member- Manalo – Reported on the Walk to School activities stating that all is going well and that traffic reductions are noticeable. 
Council Member/Board Member- Nelson  - Thanked staff for all the hard work on the Redevelopment Proposals Phase 3 and that the information presented was informative. Reflected on tonight’s decision relative to the issuance of bonds, which is something new for the City and a big decision for the City. 
Mayor/Chairman- Martins – Referred to the proceedings during this meeting as very productive as everyone provided ideas relative to the Redevelopment Phase 3. Requested that Pete Ochoa be recognized with a proclamation or certificate for the support given to the City in coordinating the visit to the sister city of Jamay. Also wanted the outgoing Sheriff Deputies assigned to the City to be recognized at next city council meeting. 
ADJOURNMENT – 9:50 P. M. in memory of former city employee Leonard Moreno who passed away on Saturday, September 29th, 2007.
_____________________________

DARYL BETANCUR, CMC

CITY CLERK/TREASURER/AGENCY SECRETARY
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