
MINUTES
CITY OF ARTESIA
ARTESIA CITY HALL, ARTESIA COUNCIL CHAMBER

18747 CLARKDALE AVENUE, ARTESIA, CA 90701

SPECIAL GREEN BUILDING AND SUSTAINABILITY PLAN WORKSHOP
MONDAY, MARCH 24TH, 2008
6:00 P.M.
The Special Meeting of the Artesia City Council was called to order at 6:03 p.m., Monday, March 24th, 2008 in the Artesia Council Chamber by Mayor John C. Martins. The invocation was led by Mayor Martins and the Pledge of Allegiance was led by Council Member Nelson. 
ROLL CALL-   PRESENT: 
Council Member Lima






Council Member Nelson

Council Member Manalo






(Arrived at 6:25 p.m. after roll call) 






Mayor, Martins 



     ABSENT: 

Mayor Pro Tem Flowers






Daryl Betancur, City Clerk/Treasurer

  ALSO PRESENT: 

Maria Dadian, City Manager 






Kevin Ennis, City Attorney





Justine Menzel, Deputy City Manager/Finance Officer






Okina Dor, Associate Planner






Clayt Iske, Parks and Recreation Director






Erika Castaneda, Planning Clerk

APPROVAL OF AGENDA- APPROVED 4-0

ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING SPEAKER CARDS

Anyone wishing to speak to the City Council should fill out a speaker card and give that card to the City Clerk at the staff table prior to the commencement of the meeting.  Please observe a time limit of three (3) minutes when giving your presentation.

ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES

Anyone who requires audio assistance to listen to these proceedings may request the use of an assisted listening device (ALD) from the City Clerk. If you require the use of such device, please come forward to the City Clerk at the staff table for assistance. 

CITIZEN COMMENTS ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA

This time has been set aside for members of the public to address the Councilmembers on items that are not already listed on the agenda.  Any public comments that cannot be heard within the next 20 minutes will be heard at the end of the meeting. 
1. 
GREEN BUILDING AND SUSTAINABILITY PLAN INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW OF WORKSHOP TOPICS
City Attorney, Kevin Ennis presented an overview and introduction to the workshop stating that this is the result of direction given by the City Council during a strategic planning workshop last September. Mr. Ennis stated that the direction given was to try to make Artesia a “Green City”; that towards that effort some material was assembled and that this is meant to be an interactive discussion and encouraged the City Council to ask questions of the presenters. 

Mr. Ennis further stated that there will be several presentations by the following: David Barquist, AICP, LEED Principal Community Planner, Matthew Burris, AICP, LEED AP Lead Community Planner, Aaron Pfannenstiel, AICP, LEED Accredited Professional, Community Planner, Michelle Kou, AIA, LEED AP Community Planner with RBF who are assisting with the City’s General Plan.
Mr. Ennis then proceeded to lay out the format in which this workshop will be conducted.
2. 
PRESENTATION BY RBF CONSULTING RELATIVE TO GREEN BUILDING 


PRACTICES

Mr. Barquist- briefly stated that there is a great deal of technical information that will be presented and urged the City Council to ask questions when they need to do so.

Aaron Pfannenstiel - Mr. Fenesteel began his presentation by defining the term sustainability stating that it refers to the ability to meet not only current and present needs but also the ability to meet future needs; that there are three simple tenets associated with this term and these are: 1) economy, 2) environment and 3) equity, which represent the principles of sustainable development. Mr. Pfannenstiel, stated that the whole concept of sustainability refers to the adequate use of resources and that if we use them all, they won’t be any resources left for future generations. 
Mr. Pfannenstiel, explained that sustainable development is the big picture, which covers a lot of things including green building, which is a subset of sustainable development; that the City does not necessarily need to have an ordinance in place to be green but that it helps; that green building is an integrated approach, a whole systems approach that encompasses design, construction and operation of buildings in the context of how these fit in the surrounding environment.
Mr. Pfannenstiel stated that the lead system is a type of green building based on this fundamental definition that was described earlier. Further, he discussed the benefits of green building, which include environmental benefits by reducing impacts to our natural resources, economic benefits by improving the bottom line and improving the health standards within a building; that there are also enhancements such as modern comforts.
In addition to outlining the benefits that green buildings serve in society, Mr. Pfannenstiel, spoke about land use issues associated with sustainability and the credits entities receive for salvaging materials from old torn down structures in a project area.
A more in depth discussion ensued with respect to salvaging of materials, credits and the associated benefits such as rebates and incentives etc.
The other issue Mr. Pfannenstiel spoke about dealt with indoor environmental quality and the different types of green building programs that exist such as performance vs. prescriptive types of green building programs; that the LEED program is an example of a performance type of program. Further, he stated that an example of a prescriptive green building program is the California Green Builder Program, which prescribes a minimum threshold and that if you meet  or exceed that threshold you are considered a green building under their program if not then it is more a pass fail type of situation. 
Michelle Kou- Ms. Kou spoke on the subject of sustainability stating that it is a big issue even internationally and that a number of cities have built coalitions or agreements to endorse or promote sustainable practices. Ms. Kou spoke about the Urban Environmental Accords, which is an international agreement that was adopted at the United Nations World Environment Day in 2005, and which also has been enacted in over 100 cities worldwide. She explained that this accord contains 21 action items and 7 themes including: energy, waste reduction, urban design, urban nature, transportation, environmental health and water and that the goal for cities is to choose 3 action items from amongst the 21, to adopt each year with the program running until 2012; that what the cities receive is a green star rating based on how many of these actions are implemented.
Ms. Kou spoke about EKLEE, which is the local governments for sustainability also an international program and an international organization of over 700 local municipal governments, which is committed to sustainable development with the main focus being on water quality, sustainable cities, climate protection, biodiversity and other related programs.
The next program Ms. Kou discussed was the U.S. Mayor’s Climate Protection Agreement, which was an initiative launched in 2005 to advance the goals of the KIOTO protocol and it focuses on green house gas emissions and currently there are 710 cities as of 2007 who participate in this program.

In addition to these programs, Ms. Kou briefed the City Council on other similar programs such as the Green Cities California. 

Motion by Council Member Nelson, seconded by Council Member Manalo, to receive and file. Motion carries 4-0 without objection. 

3. 
PRESENTATION BY CITY ATTORNEY ENNIS ON INTRODUCTION TO SAMPLE GREEN BUILDING ORDINANCES AND SUSTAINABILITY PLANS

a. Sample Ordinances

b. Urban Environmental Accords

c. Other Programs and Options

Kevin Ennis, City Attorney stated that he wanted to provide the council with an overview of actions taken by a wide variety of cities in California that the Council may or may not want to emulate in terms of programs and that a lot of work has been put into programs at these other jurisdictions from which the City can benefit in considering a program that is unique and fits Artesia. Mr. Ennis further stated that the Artesia Council strategic goal as developed at the retreat of September 13th, 2007 was to set a three year goal to establish and implement a green Artesia program, the specifics which the Council is beginning to define and that a part of all of this is to address issues of climate change.
Mr. Ennis briefly spoke the difference between comprehensive sustainability plans and green building ordinances; that sustainability plans are a much more comprehensive approach and it covers areas such as conservation of water, energy, transportation measures, improvement of health, and indoor/outdoor environment whereas green building ordinances, Mr. Ennis stated are specifically focused on the construction features and practices. 
Moreover, he stated that this is a repeat of what the Council has already heard in terms of performance vs. prescriptive or in other words a carrot vs. stick approach which will be illustrated through examples that will be presented through the presentation. Mr. Ennis spoke about an organization called Global Green USA, which outlines and provides examples of six steps that a city could follow to develop their own unique sustainability plan or green building program with this organization suggesting that you do an inventory of existing policies and programs, analyze current and projected building trends, review existing guidelines, stakeholder outreach, develop your green building framework and then you implement it; that the material in the packet relates to these elements. 
Mr. Ennis stated that the city staff will embark upon the implementation of the steps he just mentioned.  Further, Mr. Ennis stated that Artesia is actually now partially green; that in 2002, the City Council adopted an ordinance that required certain large projects of 7,500 square feet or larger or valued at more than one million dollars, to prepare a job site recycling and waste reduction plan in an effort to facilitate a lot of the recycling of demolition and construction waste. In addition to this ordinance, Mr. Ennis stated that the city has storm water management discharge control required by the NPDES permit and that the city has ordinances that regulate that and put enforceable mechanisms in place.
There are also flood plain management regulations in place in Artesia and that is to ensure that the city is not placing buildings or homes in a flood area that is subject to flooding, stated Mr. Ennis; that there are also landscaping ordinances of several types, for example for parking lots and commercial sites etc. 
The last point Mr. Ennis spoke about was transportation man management basically according to him, what this means is that the city has an ordinance that requires certain large projects to develop plans to have their employees carpool or where the developer provides employees with information pertaining to alternative transportation means to get to that location; providing bike racks and other similar programs. He stated that the city actually has an ordinance in place covering that. 
Motion by Council Member Nelson, seconded by Council Member Manalo, to receive and file. Motion carries 4-0. 

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:

COUNCILMEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson and Martins 

NOES:
COUNCILMEMBERS: None 

ABSTAIN:
COUNCILMEMBERS: None 

ABSENT:
COUNCILMEMEBRS: Flowers
4.
REPORTS ON CURRENT VEHICLE FLEET CONDITION AND FUTURE 


PROPOSALS 

Justine Menzel, Deputy City Manager began her presentation by stating that the concept of Green Cities California encourages adoption of a municipal fleet fuel efficiency standard and that staff is proposing the goal of reducing carbon emissions by addressing the need to replace current inventory of vehicles of which the City owns 18. Further, Ms. Menzel talked about the pros and cons of replacing vehicles in terms of fuel economy, and reduction of fuel expenses and decline in repairs. She stated that with respect to fuel efficiency types, they look at electric, ethanol, hydrogen, natural gas, propane and bio-diesel. 

Deputy City Manager Menzel explained that out of these alternatives and what makes most sense given the city’s current fleet vehicle situation is to replenishing half of the fleet with hybrid electric gas type fuel vehicles and the light to medium duty application vehicles replace with regular gasoline type vehicles. Ms. Menzel stated that what is being asked of the City Council is to affirm the direction staff is working towards or provide policy direction.
A brief discussion ensued with respect to the application of vehicles in terms of light duty vs. heavy duty and the type of alternative fuels that are available for these types of vehicles. Council Member Nelson suggested looking into natural gas and other alternative ways, while Council Members Lima and Manalo do not see the benefits derived from hybrid vehicles with Council Member Manalo suggesting for staff to look into natural gas and come back with more options. 
Motion by Council Member Nelson, seconded by Council Member Manalo, to affirm staff’s recommendation with the comments made. Motion carries 4-0. 
Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:

COUNCILMEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson and Martins 

NOES:
COUNCILMEMBERS: None 

ABSTAIN:
COUNCILMEMBERS: None 

ABSENT:
COUNCILMEMEBRS: Flowers
5. 
CONSIDERATION OF RETROFITTING AND RETROCOMMISSIONING 


LISTS FOR ENERGY EFFICIENCY

Deputy City Manager, Justine Menzel, presented the staff report stating that this item is presented at the direction of Council at the September 13th strategic planning meeting when it was asked that staff obtain the retrofitting and retro commissioning lists for energy efficiency from the Governor and the League of California Cities. 
Motion by Council Member Nelson, seconded by Council Member Lima, to receive and file. Motion carries 4-0. 

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:

COUNCILMEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson and Martins 

NOES:
COUNCILMEMBERS: None 

ABSTAIN:
COUNCILMEMBERS: None 

ABSENT:
COUNCILMEMEBRS: Flowers
6.
ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS, DISCUSSION AND CITY COUNCIL DIRECTION 


Council Member Nelson
· Thanked City Attorney Ennis for his work on this issue and the research conducted in addition to thanking staff and the consulting team present
.
· Stated that he is going to SEATAC- which is Southern California Edison’s plant where they demonstrate how to be more energy efficient and that if anyone else on the council wants to come along, that they are welcome

Council Member Manalo
· Spoke briefly about the urban environmental accords and stated that some of these make good sense and that perhaps at a future strategic planning meeting to look at these

Mayor Martins

· Thanked staff for putting these materials together and that the information was very helpful

ADDITIONAL CITIZEN COMMENTS

This time is set aside for the public to address the Councilmembers on any item of interest within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Councilmembers that could not be heard under the citizen comment section at the beginning of the meeting.
There were no additional citizen comments.
ADDITIONAL COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS   
This is the time for additional general comments, announcements, and requests of staff and/or other issues of concern to Councilmembers that may briefly be presented at this time.

There were no additional City Council member comments. 

                  ADJOURNMENT- 8:00 p.m. 
____________________________ 
                 DARYL BETANCUR, CMC
CITY CLERK/TREASURER
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