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_____________________________________________________________________
The regular meeting of the Artesia City Council was called to order at 7:05 p.m., Monday, March 10th, 2008, in the Artesia City Council Chamber by Mayor Martins. The Invocation was led by Reverend Bud Melton, Senior Pastor of the Trinity Christian Church while the Pledge of Allegiance was led by members of the Ross Middle School Ambassadors Program under the direction of Crechena Wise. 
CALL TO ORDER – 7:05 p.m. 
ROLL CALL –  PRESENT: 
Tony Lima, Council Member





Victor Manalo, Council Member





Larry Nelson, Council Member





John C. Martins, Council Member


                 ABSENT:  
Sally Flowers, Mayor Pro Tem

    ALSO PRESENT:  
Maria Dadian, City Manager





Daryl Betancur, City Clerk/Treasurer





Kevin Ennis, City Attorney






Justine Menzel, Deputy City Manager






Okina Dor, Associate Planner

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE by Crechena Wise Ross Middle School – School Ambassadors Program 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA  - APPROVED 4-0
Motion by Council Member Lima, seconded by Council Member Nelson, to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carries 4-0 without objection.

ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING SPEAKER CARDS

Anyone wishing to speak to the City Council should fill out a speaker card and give that card to the City Clerk at the staff table prior to the commencement of the meeting. Please observe a time limit of three (3) minutes when giving your presentation. 
ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES


Anyone who requires audio assistance to listen to these proceedings may request the use of an assisted listening device (ALD) from the City Clerk. If you require said device, please come forward to the City Clerk at the staff table for assistance. 

CITIZEN COMMENTS ON ITEMS THAT ARE NOT ON THE AGENDA OR ITEMS LISTED UNDER THE HEADING CONSENT CALENDAR

This time is for members of the public to address the City Council on items that are not listed on the agenda or items listed under the heading consent calendar.   Any public comments that cannot be heard within the next 20 minutes will be heard at the end of the meeting.

Crechena Wise- Made a brief announcement regarding the third annual music showcase for Ross Middle School Academy of Creative Arts, which will take place on March 12th, at 6:30 p.m. at Garh High School gymnasium and everyone, is invited.
CEREMONIAL PRESENTATION
1. 
CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION TO CAPTAIN DAVID L. FENDER, OUTGOING CAPTAIN OF LAKEWOOD SHERIFF STATION
Plaque was presented to Captain Fender who is leaving the Lakewood Station.
BUSINESS PRESENTATION
2.
ZONING DESIGNATION ALONG THE EAST SIDE OF NORWALK BOULEVARD BETWEEN SOUTH STREET AND FLORA VISTA
Maria Dadian, City Manager presented the staff report and indicated that this item was a continued item which has also been heard before the Planning Commission. City Manager, Dadian stated that the options recommended by the Planning Commission are three and they include: 1) Creation of a separate zoning designation that would allow for commercial retail and service professional businesses; and 2) to rezone the entire area along Norwalk Boulevard that is south of Hibian Street for Residential Family (R-1) Zone to match the adjacent residential development. Further, she stated that a PowerPoint presentation has been prepared by the local residents under the leadership of Mr. Paul Barcelos, said presentation has also been incorporated into the agenda and he is here to conduct this presentation.

Ms. Dadian concluded her remarks stating that what staff is seeking is direction and the timing is perfect given the fact that we are also undertaking an update to the general plan.
Paul Barcelos- Artesia Resident made the presentation and explained how this issue came about. After concluding with his presentation Mr. Barcelos entertained questions from members of the City Council. 
A discussion ensued with respect to this item with direction given to staff to move forward with residents proposal and to present this issue to the Planning Commission to begin the process to study and reconsider a rezoning of properties along the east side of Norwalk Boulevard, south of South Street to the residential perimeter.

Bea Saldana- Former Artesia Resident spoke in favor of rezoning this area.

Council Member Nelson moved that direction be given to staff to proceed with the rezoning to include discussion of medians and block walls. Said motion was seconded by Council Member Lima. Motion carries 4-0.

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson and Martins

NOES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: Flowers  

CONSENT CALENDAR
It is recommended that Items 3 through 20 be acted on simultaneously in one vote unless a member of the City Council requests separate discussion and/or action on the item. In the event a councilmember requests separate discussion on a consent calendar, the City Council will consider that item immediately following approval of the rest of the consent calendar.

Motion by Council Member Nelson, seconded by Council Member Lima, to approve the Consent Calendar with the exception of item, except, items 8, 9, 11, 14, 16, 17, 18, and 20. Motion carries 4-0.
Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson and Martins

NOES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: Flowers  

3.  EXCUSING COUNCILMEMBERS WHO ARE ABSENT FROM MEETING
4.  WAIVING OF FULL READING OF ORDINANCES LISTED ON AGENDA

5.  APPROVAL OF CITY COUNCIL DEMANDS

6.  APPROVAL OF CITY COUNCIL FINANCIAL REPORT(S)

7.  APPROVAL OF COMMISSION MINUTES



PLANNING COMMISSION – MINUTES OF JANUARY 29TH, 2007
8.
MISS ARTESIA REQUEST TO ADDEND COST FOR PARTICIPATION IN MISS 


CALIFORNIA INTERNATIONAL 

There was a brief discussion regarding this item and Council Member Nelson indicating that he would like this to be capped at the original amount of $3,900 in the next budget and with the City Council approving addition to budget up to $5,000 using City photographer for the portraits. 
Motion by Council Member Nelson, seconded by Council Member Lima, to approve with the stipulations noted. Motion carries 4-0 without objection. 
9.
AUDIO VISUAL TELECASTING AND WEBCASTING CONSTRUCTION SERVICES FOR CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBER PROJECT COMPLETION UPDATE
Motion by Council Member Lima, seconded by Council Member Manalo, to approve this item including the audio visual use policy. Motion carries 4-0 without objection. 
10.
RESPONSE TO CITIZEN COMMENT RELATIVE TO REQUEST FOR TREE MAINTENANCE ON ARTESIA BOULEVARD
11.
REQUEST FOR APPROPRIATION OF A SEPARATE ELECTRICAL METER FOR OUTDOOR AREA PARK LIGHTING
Council Member Nelson asked that if staff can come back and let the City Council know what the hourly rate is going to be with the new meter because the City is due to receive a 215% increase on our lights (Park Lighting).
Mr. Ben Harvey- Southern California Edison made brief comments and stated that what is proposed is adding an additional meter because it was an item that was not eligible to be on the rate previously and that was the water pump; that the AL2 rate has to do with area lighting and that is a dusk to dawn rate; that the lower rate is given because it does not impact peak times of electricity. Mr. Harvey went on to explain other aspects associated with rate structure and offered to work with the City to identify areas where the City can realize savings. 
12.
RESPONSE TO CITIZEN COMMENT RELATIVE TO THE PLANNING DEPARTMENT INTERACTIONS FOR PROJECTS RELATED TO 18732-18729-18300 PIONEER BOULEVARD, AND 18616 PIONEER BOULEVARD
13.
 PERMANENT TRAFFIC CONCRETE DELINEATOR AT NORTHWEST CORNER AT THE INTERSECTION OF PIONEER BOULEVARD AND 168TH STREET

14.
 RESPONSE TO CITY COUNCIL MEMBER INQUIRY RELATIVE TO APPROVAL OF DEMAND CHECK 52540 PAYABLE TO CONSOLIDATED WASTE DISPOSAL SERVICE
15.
A REPORT RELATIVE TO THE AUDIT OF FISCAL YEAR 2006/2007 AND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
16.
AWARD OF BID FOR PARKS AND RECREATION PHOTOGRAPHER PROPOSAL
Item 16 was discussed briefly with the main concern centering around consideration of other bids. 

Susan Palomares, Interim Parks Director explained the reasons behind staff recommendations stating that it was based on the highest percentage of revenue and familiarity of their work as well as record of proven service. 
Motion by Council Member Nelson, seconded by Council Member Lima, to have staff reconsider other options. Motion carries 4-0 without objections.
17.
CONSIDERATION OF ASSEMBLY BILL 2866(DE LEON)

Council Member Nelson stated that this item has to do with the tipping fees and after a brief discussion the City Council recommended that a letter be sent in opposition to this bill.
City Manager, Dadian clarified that what this bill does is to eliminate green waste from the city’s diversion rate.

Motion by Council Member Nelson, seconded by Council Member Lima, to have staff send letters of opposition to this bill as requested. Motion carries 4-0 without objections.

18.
CONSIDERATION OF LETTER OF OPPOSITION OF ASSEMBLY BILL 2640(HUFFMAN) 

Motion by Council Member Lima, seconded by Council Member Nelson, to have staff send letters of opposition to this bill as requested. Motion carries 4-0 without objections.

19.
A REQUEST FOR THE DISPOSAL OF EXCESS OFFICE FURNITURE AND EQUIPMENT

20.
REQUEST TO PARTICIPATE IN COMMUNITY MOVIE BOOK TOUR WITH CGI COMMUNICATIONS.
Motion by Council Member Nelson, seconded by Council Member Manalo, to approve as presented. Motion carries 4-0 without objections.

ORDINANCES 
21.
ORDINANCE NO. 08-727- AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ARTESIA AMENDING THE GENERAL COMMERCIAL (C-G) ZONE TO INCLUDE BILLIARD HALLS AS A CONDITIONALLY PERMITTED USE AND AMENDING THE ARTESIA MUNICIPAL CODE. (CASE NO. 2008-07)


(SECOND READING AND ADOPTION) 

Motion by Council Member Manalo, seconded by Council Member Lima, to adopt Ordinance No. 08-727 as read by title. Motion carries 4-0. 

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson and Martins

NOES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: Flowers  

APPROVED & ADOPTED 4-0
22.
ORDINANCE NO. 08-728- AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ARTESIA AMENDING THE GENERAL COMMERCIAL (C-G) ZONE TO INCLUDE CAR RENTAL FACILITIES AS A CONDITIONALLY PERMITTED USE AND AMENDING THE ARTESIA MUNICIPAL CODE. (CASE NO. 2008-08)


(SECOND READING AND ADOPTION) 
Motion by Council Member Manalo, seconded by Council Member Lima, to adopt Ordinance No. 08-728 as read by title. Motion carries 4-0. 

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson and Martins

NOES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: Flowers  

RESOLUTIONS 
23.
RESOLUTION NO. 08-2080- A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARTESIA DESIGNATING ITS VOTING REPRESENTATIVE AND VOTING ALTERNATES FOR THE LEAGUE OF CALIFORNIA CITIES. 

Motion by Council Member Nelson, seconded by Council Member Lima, to adopt Resolution No. 08-2080, as read by title. Motion carries 4-0. 

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson and Martins

NOES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: Flowers  

STAFF REPORTS

24.
FRIENDS OF ARTESIA FOUNDATION NON-PROFIT APPOINTMENT OF DIRECTORS

Continued to City Council meeting of April, with Council Member Lima naming Meena Patel as his appointee for the Artesia Foundation Board of Directors and Council Member Nelson appointing Ms. Veronica Bloomfield. 

Maria Dadian, City Manager clarified that with respect to the frequency of meetings, this Board will be meeting once a year at the beginning of the year and on as-needed basis.

25.
ARTESIA STRATEGIC PLAN UPDATE AND CITY COUNCIL ADOPTION OF CITY OF ARTESIA CORE VALUES AND ESTABLISHING A SOCCER FIELD PROJECT AD HOC COMMITTEE 
Continued to the City Council meeting meeting of April. 
26.
50th ANNIVERSARY CONCEPTUAL PROPOSAL

Susan Palomares, Interim Parks and Recreation Director presented the staff report. Ms. Palomares stated that the report outlines what is proposed for the 50th anniversary of Artesia and that this item is presented for approval in terms of the dates as well as for council’s feedback. 
Maria Dadian, City Manager stated that for budget purposes, staff is looking for council’s direction in order to formulate a budget during the FY 08-09 budget process and for staff to begin the planning stages. Further, Ms. Dadian stated that a committee comprised of members of the community, staff, City Council, commissioners is being organized to coordinate this event. 
Following a brief discussion, the City Council concurred that the theme should be a “Country Fair/Old Pioneer Days” in Artesia. 
Staff given direction to move forward with planning for the 50th Anniversary celebration in Artesia. 

27.
APPROVAL OF FIELD ALLOCATION SCHEDULE AND REPORT BY AD-HOC COMMITTEE (VERBAL REPORT) 
Council Member Manalo reported on behalf of the ad-hoc committee and stated that they had met with the major users and collected information from them in terms of scheduling and a schedule as put together and sent to the major users for comment with the parent group volunteers and DES group approving the schedule as proposed and the Punishers are still looking at the schedule and will provide comments. 

28.
DISCUSSION RELATIVE TO CITY COUNCIL REORGANIZATION 

City Clerk/Treasurer presented the staff report indicating that a date needs to be set with respect to the business items of the agenda corresponding to the meeting of April 14th.  Mayor Martins requested that staff survey and consult with all council members in terms of a date. 
29.
DISCUSSION RELATIVE TO VETERAN’S MEMORIAL PLAQUE(S)

A brief report was given by Council Member Nelson who alluded to a request by a constituent regarding a veteran’s memorial such as memorial structure including a plaque that will include all services; that he wanted to know if the city was interested in such a project with him foregoing the cost.

 A brief discussion ensued and Mayor Martins suggested that Mr. Nelson work with Parks and Recreation staff to accomplish this and reiterated the City Council’s interest in moving forward with this. 

ADDITIONAL CITIZEN COMMENTS

This time is set-aside for the public to address the City Council on any item of interest within the subject matter jurisdiction of the City Council that could not be heard under citizen comment section at the beginning of the meeting.
Christine Candelaria- Briefed the City Council on upcoming library cultural events with the City Council requesting that she provides them with a calendar of events for their reference. 
COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS

This is the time for additional general comment, announcements, and requests of staff and/or other issues of concern to Councilmembers that may briefly be presented at this time. 

Council Member Lima 

· Made comments with reference to the general plan update and how the city is land-locked with no room to grow; that the only way to grow is to allow higher density buildings

Council Member Manalo

· Spoke regarding the assisted listening devices and that this needs to be clearly communicated to the citizens who attend the meeting and perhaps write a brief statement on the City Council agenda

Council Member Nelson

· Commended staff for a great safety expo

· Wanted staff to provide a status report on the concept of “America in Bloom”

· He informed the City Manager that he wants to take a ride-along with a street sweeping crew

Mayor Martins

· Thanked his colleagues for their patience and working with him as a team during his tenure as Mayor

· Stated that this is his last meeting presiding as Mayor and that he is honored to have served in this capacity

· Spoke regarding the fees for dog licensing and how the County charges $35.00 when they pay a home visit; he stated that he would like the County to send a renewal license bill to make people aware and avoid having to pay the extra fee which is excessively high. He requested staff to provide a report on this at the next council meeting

COUNCILMEMBER REPORTS ON MEETINGS ATTENDED AT PUBLIC EXPENSE
None

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:05 p.m. 

_____________________________
DARYL BETANCUR, CMC

CITY CLERK/TREASURER
MINUTES
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