MINUTES
CITY OF ARTESIA

ARTESIA CITY HALL, ARTESIA COUNCIL CHAMBER

18747 CLARKDALE AVENUE, ARTESIA, CA 90701

SPECIAL JOINT MEETING

OF THE ARTESIA CITY COUNCIL 

AND ARTESIA REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 5TH, 2008
6:00 P.M. 
________________________________________________________________
The Special Joint meeting of the Artesia City Council and Redevelopment Agency was called to order at 6:08 p.m. Tuesday, February 5th, 2008 in the Artesia City Council Chamber by Mayor/Chairman Martins. The Invocation was led by Mayor/Chairman Martins and the Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Pro Tem/Vice Chairman Flowers. 
ROLL CALL- PRESENT: 

Tony Lima, Council Member/Board Member





Victor Manalo, Council Member/Board Member






Larry Nelson, Council Member/Board Member






Sally Flowers, Mayor Pro Tem/Vice Chairman






John C. Martins, Mayor/Chairman


 ALSO PRESENT: 

Maria Dadian, City Manager/Executive Director






Daryl Betancur, City Clerk/Treasurer/Secretary






Kevin Ennis, City Attorney/Agency Counsel






Justine Menzel, Deputy City Manager/Finance Officer

APPROVAL OF AGENDA- APPROVED 5-0 
ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING SPEAKER CARDS
 Anyone wishing to speak to the City Council/Redevelopment Agency Board should fill out a speaker card and give that card to the City Clerk/Agency Secretary at the staff table prior to the commencement of the meeting.  Please observe a time limit of three (3) minutes when giving your presentation. 
CITIZEN COMMENTS ON ITEMS LISTED ON THE AGENDA
This time has been set aside for members of the public to address the Councilmembers/Board Members on items that are already listed on the agenda.  Any public comments that cannot be heard within the next 20 minutes will be heard at the end of the meeting. 
There were no citizen comments.
1. 
STATUS OF 2008 FACILITY USE ALLOCATION- BALL FIELDS AND SNACK BAR

Susan Palomares, Interim Parks and Recreation Director presented the staff report on behalf of the ad-hoc committee. Ms. Palomares reported that the ad-hoc committee was tasked with reviewing field allocation in the city park and that they had met with the three major stakeholders who include the Punishers Girls Softball League, the DES Soccer Group and the parent of volunteers representing the City softball/baseball leagues. Further, Ms. Palomares stated that the purpose of these meetings was to clarify the needs of the users and to discuss the needs of the city relative to field allocation. She made comments relative to the provisions of the current snack bar agreement, needs assessments of the three groups to develop a schedule and possibly modifying Resolution 1289, which is the Resolution that governs facility use in the City. 
Ms. Palomares also spoke regarding the findings collected, which are included in the report, the condition of the field and the practice of subletting by certain groups. 

A brief discussion ensued with respect to the subject matter with members of the City Council asking questions relative to field allocations, usage and schedules. Both Mayor Pro Tem/Vice Chairman Flowers and Mayor/Chairman Martins stated that the Punishers is a very well-known group in this community and that they bring a good number of people to Artesia and therefore, we need to look carefully at this situation as not to single out any particular group. Further, members of the ad-hoc committee made it clear that discussions about this are on-going and that more specific information will be provided to the council at the next meeting. 
2. 
A STAFF REPORT RELATIVE TO A MID-YEAR REVIEW OF THE 

AGENCY’S FINANCIAL PLAN AND BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2007-2008

Justine Menzel, Deputy City Manager/Finance Officer briefly went over the staff report indicating that this is the Agency’s mid-year review of the Agency’s financial plan. 

A brief discussion took place with members of the City Council seeking clarification on two items: 1) the Downtown Traffic Circulation Survey and 2) BMLA Contract. A request was made for Ms. Menzel to present a column showing what is spending to-date when this item comes back for the February 11th, meeting. 

City Attorney, Kevin Ennis made some brief comments with respect to his side of the budget as it relates to activities of the Agency and stated that under attorney services the budget amount for this fiscal year is $10,000 and that so far he is roughly 50% through in terms of usage. Mr. Ennis further stated that with the tax allocation bond being issued and with the need to begin to work on project to spend those funds with some of that activity taking place this year, he feels that he cannot insure the council he can stay within that budget allocation of $10,000. 
Motion by Mayor Pro Tem/Vice Chairman Flowers, seconded Council Member/Board Member Nelson, to approve the mid-year Redevelopment Agency budget as presented with the exception of the BMLA Contract changing that to $77,000 and to include the actuals in the Resolution to be presented at the next council meeting for approval. Motion carries 5-0.

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:

COUNCIL MEMBERS/BOARD MEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson, 








      Flowers and Martins 
NOES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS/BOARD MEMEBRS: None 

ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS/BOARD MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT:
COUNCIL MEMBERS/BOARD MEMBERS: None 

3. 
A STAFF REPORT RELATIVE TO A MID-YEAR REVIEW OF THE CITY’S FINANCIAL PLAN AND BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2007-2008
Justine Menzel, Deputy City Manager/Finance Officer presented the staff report and indicated that this budget establishes the direction for the City’s financial work plan. 

With respect to Exhibit B and C included in the staff report, Maria Dadian City Manager clarified for the Council the need to have an extra person by creating a position of Confidential Secretary. Ms. Dadian explained the rationale and the need for this position stating that such position will provide administrative support of a confidential nature to both the Deputy City Manager’s Office and the Management Analyst’s Office with this being a full time position.

There was substantial discussion regarding this particular budget request with the Mayor and Council indicating that they wanted to have more specifics on this proposal because once this is approved for the remainder of this fiscal year it will become expenditure come the FY 08-09 budget cycle. Further, the council provided direction for the City Manager to bring this back with more specifics at the next council meeting including an organizational chart. 
Daryl Betancur, City Clerk/Treasurer briefly explained the rationale for his proposal included in the staff report as Exhibit A. Mr. Betancur stated that he wanted to use the mid-year budget review as a way to begin the discussion with respect to needs in the Office of the City Clerk. Mr. Betancur further stated that with respect to the big ticket items included in this request one the part-time Deputy City Clerk and the other, under records/ contract services, that those items can be entertained for discussion during the FY 08-09 budget deliberations; that those items do not have to happened for this fiscal year; that however, the other budget augmentations requested are necessary. Mr. Betancur explained in detail the other items included in the budget request as budget augmentations. 
Motion by Mayor Pro Tem/Vice Chairman Flowers, seconded by Council Member/Board Member Manalo, to approve the City’s financial plan and budget for fiscal year 2007-2008, with the exception of Exhibit B and approve Exhibit A with the exception of the part time Deputy City Clerk request and the records contract services request. Motion carries 5-0. 
Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:

COUNCIL MEMBERS/BOARD MEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson, 









      Flowers and Martins 

NOES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS/BOARD MEMEBRS: None 

ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS/BOARD MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT:
COUNCIL MEMBERS/BOARD MEMBERS: None 

4. 
 CLOSED SESSION- Council convened to Closed Session at 7:05 p.m. 
A. 
PUBLIC EMPLOYEE EVALUATION  

 (Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957) 

 Title of Position: 
City Manager

5.
RECESS BACK TO OPEN SESSION- 7:25 p.m. 
6.
ANNOUNCEMENT OF RESULTS OF CLOSED SESSION – Kevin Ennis, City Attorney announced that with respect to item 4 (A) that item is to be continued to the February 11th, City Council meeting. 
ADDITIONAL CITIZEN COMMENTS 

This time is set aside for the public to address the Council Members/Board Members on any item of interest within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Council Member/Board Members that could not be heard under the citizen comment section at the beginning of the meeting. 


There were no additional citizen comments.
COUNCIL MEMBER/BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 
This is the time for additional general comments, announcements, and requests of staff and/or other issues of concern to Council Members/Board Members that may briefly be presented at this time. 

Council Member/Board Member Lima
· Wanted to know why it takes so long for people to get a business license approved.
· Made brief comments regarding the use of the park and that he wanted to get more information regarding usage by the certain groups and that if preference is given to resident groups for use of the park.
Maria Dadian, City Manager asked to bring back a report in March outlining the process.

Mayor/Chairman Martins

· Spoke also with respect to the subject of the delays in processing business licenses and its impact on those seeking business licenses from the City and asked the City Manager to look into ways to simplify the process. 

Mayor Pro Tem/Vice Chair Flowers

· Reported that last Friday the ad-hoc planning committee for the CCCA event had met and decided that they were going to use the MTA Right-of-Way for the event. 

· Briefly explained the concept of the CCCA event and the activities that will take place then.

Council Member/Board Member Nelson

· Spoke regarding the SCAG Regional Council and the proposal from a group within SCAG, which wants to take away the sub-regions power by scaling down the Board membership in the regional Council from 75-80 down to 10 members, which will mean that Artesia will have no voice.
· Also reported that across from California Oil producers and Roger Patel on the other side, they are parking their big trucks there and that they are blocking part of this driveway.
· Further, commented that there are trucks parking on the MTA right-of-way around Jersey and 186th Street.
Council Member/Board Member Manalo

· Stated that he is glad to see the new programs offered at the Artesia Park starting in March. 
· Made brief comments regarding what the MTA is doing in terms of bus ridership regional and asked if we could get data from the bus systems that go through Artesia as to how often our bus stops are being used; that he would like to see shelter in bus stops that get used most frequently.
Maria Dadian, City Manager stated that she wanted to commend a member of the staff, Susie Gomes for her initiative and creativity for putting together all the new programs that are going to be offered at Artesia Park and that she researched, developed and created the entire program from beginning to end. 

ADJOURNED AT 7:50 P.M. 
_______________________

DARYL BETANCUR, CMC
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