ARTESIA CITY COUNCIL-CITY OF ARTESIA

ARTESIA CITY HALL, ARTESIA COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

18747 CLARKDALE AVENUE, ARTESIA

SPECIAL JOINT MEETING OF THE

ARTESIA CITY COUNCIL AND
ARTESIA REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY

MONDAY, JANUARY 29, 2007
6:00 P.M.

The Special Meeting of the City Council was called to order at 6:00 p.m., Monday, January 29, 2007 in the Artesia City Council Chambers by Mayor John Lyon
ROLL CALL:
    PRESENT:         Larry R. Nelson, Councilmember/Boardmember
                                                        Sally Flowers, Councilmember/Boardmember 
                                                        John Martins, Mayor Pro Tem/Vice-Chairman
                                                        John Lyon, Mayor/Chairman
                 ALSO PRESENT:         Maria Dadian, City Manager     

                    Kevin Ennis, City Attorney

                    Justine Menzel, Deputy City Manager/Finance Officer


        Amelia Nacu, Interim City Clerk
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER/BOARDMEMBER FLOWERS
                        SECOND BY COUNCILMEMBER/BOARDMEMBER  NELSON
                        TO APPROVE THE AGENDA.

CITIZEN COMMENTS

There were no citizen comments.

1. – CLOSED SESSION

A. PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT APPOINTMENT
(Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957)

Title: City Clerk/City Treasurer
The City Council approved the timeline and schedule for the review of the applications.  
2 –  RECESS BACK TO OPEN SESSION – 6:20 p.m.
3  -  ANNOUNCEMENT OF RESULTS OF CLOSED SESSION

4  -  MID-YEAR REVIEW OF THE CITY AND AGENCY’S FINANCIAL
       PLAN AND BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2006-2007

The Finance Office presented the documents adopted in July 2006.  These are the same documents with same figures with the exception of the proposed amendments which showed the approved appropriations that the City Council has made and the actual expenditures ending December 31, 2006.
General Funds

In the General Funds summary, staff recommends  to balance the expenditures by transfer of money from the General Reserve if needed.   
Staff is proposing to incorporate the proposed amendments, which were not included in the budget documents.  
Councilmember/Boardmember Flowers is recommending that the Redevelopment Agency pay off the debt to the City.  However, the City Attorney pointed out that tax increments are based on how much debt the Agency has and it would be helpful to have these debts in the Agency books because they entitle you to as much tax increments as possible.
The City Council directed staff to look into this and if it will affect the City, then we will go ahead and touch the General Fund.

The City Manager informed the City Council/Agency that the Agency will develop a payment plan that will not jeopardize tax increments and will be presented at the next City Council Meeting.

Restricted Funds
These funds have program specifics and come from specific agencies and organizations for the matching expenditures.  These have all been appropriated through the same City Council action excluding the Traffic Engineering Survey that was completed by the Traffic Engineer in compliance with the California Vehicle Code and must be updated every five (5) years.   This survey was presented to the City Council in October 2006 and was approved by way of a resolution.  
The City Council approved proposed amendments to the General Fund and Restricted Fund budgets for 2006-2007 with direction to staff to prepare and present a resolution for the adoption of amendments to the 2006-2007 proposed mid-year budget at the next City Council Meeting upon motion by Councilmember Nelson, second by Councilmember Flowers.

Said motion carried in the following roll call vote:

AYES:           COUNCILMEMBERS:  Nelson, Flowers, Martins and Lyon

NOES:           COUNCILMEMBERS:  None

ABSENT:      COUNCILMEMBERS:  None

ABSTAIN:    COUNCILMEMBERS:  None

Artesia Redevelopment Agency Budget
These Capital Project expenditures were appropriated through City Council action for the past six (6) months and the only amount added was $500 for any maintenance needed for the Old Station 30 property.    

The Redevelopment Agency upon motion by Board Member Nelson, second by Board Member Flowers approved the 2006-2007 Budget Modifications as recommended by staff.   
Said motion carried in the following roll call vote:

AYES:           BOARDMEMBERS:  Nelson, Flowers, Martins and Lyon

NOES:           BOARDMEMBERS:  None

ABSENT:      BOARDMEMBERS:  None

ABSTAIN:    BOARDMEMBERS:  None

5 -   COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS 

Councilmember Nelson commented that there are more political signs of candidates for Cerritos City Council in the City of Artesia than that of candidates for Artesia City Council.
Mayor Pro Tem Martins wanted to know if there is a way that we could prevent political campaign  signs of other cities from being posted in our City

For both comments, the City Attorney responded that the property owner has  the ability and the right to have a political message of whatever content whether related to Cerritos, Artesia, or presidential .  We cannot get into regulating the content of the sign message but just the quantity, size, etc.

Councilmember Flowers referred to the letter sent by  Assembly Member Tony Mendoza informing the City that there is funding available for projects that tell stories of California.  This would fit the various needs of the Historical House.  The City Manager is looking into this.

Councilmember Flowers also commented that whenever there is a Redevelopment Agency Meeting, the Board Members should be compensated.  For future agenda item.

Councilmember Nelson also mentioned that he has had the privilege to interview applicants with Congresswoman Linda Sanchez for the military academies.

Mayor Pro Tem Martins asked the City Manager on the status of the Alley Project.

The City Manager responded that the Truck Impact Intersection Project stalled the Alley Project because a portion of the STPL money will be used for the Alley Project.  This month, there was an  approval for exchange of funds with the County where some of the money for the Alley Project will be coming from and also,  we will be getting additional money from the County as committed with this whole transaction to complete the Alley Project this year.  The target for the Alley Project to be completed is June 30, 2007.

Mayor Lyon mentioned that he received a phone call telling him that the vines at  Baber Park are growing up poles and crossing the high wires above.

6 -   ADJOURNMENT – 6:55p.m. 

ATTEST:

_________________________________
Amelia Nacu, Interim City Clerk

I, Amelia Nacu, Interim City Clerk of the City of Artesia, do hereby certify that the following regular minutes of the City Council meeting of January 29, 2007 were adopted at the City Council Meeting held on the 12th February 2007, by the following roll call vote:

AYES:

COUNCILMEMBERS:
NELSON, FLOWERS, MARTINS, LYON

NOES: 
COUNCILMEMBERS:
NONE

ABSENT:
COUNCILMEMBERS:
NONE

ABSTAIN:
COUNCILMEMBERS:
NONE








______________________________
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