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	TUESDAY, JANUARY 22ND,  2008
7:00 P.M.
____________________________________________________________________________________


The regular meeting of the Artesia City Council was called to order at 7:05 p.m., Tuesday, January 22nd, 2008, in the Artesia City Council Chamber by Mayor Martins. The invocation was led by Dr. Keith Tannis of the New Life Community Church in Artesia and the Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Pro Tem Sally Flowers. 
CALL TO ORDER – 7:05 p.m. 
ROLL CALL – PRESENT: 
Tony Lima, Council Member





Victor Manalo, Council Member





Larry Nelson, Council Member





Sally Flowers, Mayor Pro Tem 





John C. Martins, Mayor


   ALSO PRESENT:  
Maria Dadian, City Manager 





Daryl Betancur, City Clerk/Treasurer






Kevin Ennis, City Attorney






Justine Menzel, Deputy City Manager/Finance Officer






Jose Hernandez, Assistant Planner 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE by Sally Flowers, Mayor Pro Tem 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA   APPROVED 5-0
Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Flowers, seconded by Council Member Lima, to approve agenda as presented. Motion carries 5-0.

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson, Flowers and Martins 

NOES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT: 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING SPEAKER CARDS

Anyone wishing to speak to the City Council should fill out a speaker card and give that card to the City Clerk at the staff table prior to the commencement of the meeting. Please observe a time limit of three (3) minutes when giving your presentation.
CITIZEN COMMENTS ON ITEMS THAT ARE NOT ON THE AGENDA OR ITEMS LISTED UNDER THE HEADING CONSENT CALENDAR

This time is for members of the public to address the City Council on items that are not listed on the agenda or items listed under the heading consent calendar.   Any public comments that cannot be heard within the next 20 minutes will be heard at the end of the meeting.
Patricia Murrillo- City of Artesia- spoke regarding an RV parking issue and that she would like some leniency with respect to the enforcement. 

Randy Van Beek- Stated that he would like to be notified of the Redevelopment meetings regarding Phase III.
Joyce I. Van Hofwegen- Stated that she would like to be notified of the Redevelopment meetings regarding Phase II. 

CEREMONIAL PRESENTATION
Mayor Martins introduced Gabriel Jimenez, member of the City Council of the Sister City of Jamay who was visiting and sitting in the audience. Mr. Jimenez expressed gratitude to the Mayor and Members of the City Council for their support of the sister city program and many of the activities done to benefit his city. 

1. 
Certificates of Recognition to Donors and Volunteers of the Christmas/Posada event at A. J. Padelford Park
This item was continued due to many of the recipients unable to attend the City Council meeting. 

2.
Service recognition presented to Jose Ascencio for his 19 years of outstanding, dedicated and loyal service to the City’s Public Works Department. 
This item was continued due to Mr. Ascencio having taking ill lately and therefore unable to attend. 

3. 
Presentation of Awards to winners of Home Decoration Holiday Contest

Mayor Martins and Members of the City Council as well as members of the Beautification and Maintenance Commission were on hand to hand out the award to the recipients who were all grateful to the city. 

BUSINESS PRESENTATION

4. 
ALBERT J. O. LITTLE COMMUNITY CENTER/ARTESIA PARK MASTER PARK PLAN
Mr. Randy Meyer with Meyer and Associates presented a short presentation and answered Council’s questions with respect to this proposal highlighting the cost estimation done as part of the proposal. Further, Mr. Meyer presented several options in terms of what can be accomplished with a given level of financial resources and made it clear that the project can be scaled up or down based on funding. 

Staff was given direction to obtain a bid (cost proposal) to determine what the additional costs are that are associated with the incorporation of the additional requests made by the City Council such as including a second floor to accommodate existing and future library facilities. Further, Council asked to look into what it will cost to include “green” building standards to this facility and to report back at the next City Council meeting. 

Motion by Council Member Nelson, seconded by Council Member Lima, to direct staff to incorporate the City Council’s request and to bring back at a later meeting. Motion carries 5-0. 

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson, Flowers and Martins 

NOES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT: 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

CONSENT CALENDAR
It is recommended that Items 5 through 15 be acted on simultaneously in one vote unless a member of the City Council requests separate discussion and/or action on the item. In the event a councilmember requests separate discussion on a consent calendar, the City Council will consider that item immediately following approval of the rest of the consent calendar.
Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Flowers, seconded by Council Member Manalo, to approve the consent calendar with the exception of items 10 and 12. Motion carries 5-0. 

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson, Flowers and Martins 

NOES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT: 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

5.  
EXCUSING COUNCILMEMBERS WHO ARE ABSENT FROM MEETING
6.  WAIVING OF FULL READING OF ORDINANCES LISTED ON AGENDA

7.  APPROVAL OF CITY COUNCIL DEMANDS

8.  APPROVAL OF CITY COUNCIL FINANCIAL REPORT(S)

9.  APPROVAL OF CITY COUNCIL MINUTES



REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING – MINUTES OF DECEMBER 10TH, 


2007
10.
 SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY NOTICE OF PROPOSED RATE 


INCREASE 
Julia Emerson with Southern California Gas Company spoke with respect to the proposed rate increase and that since that notice was mailed there have been negotiations with the Public Utilities Commission and other entities and it appears that the increase in less than 1% will turn out to be a small rate decrease, which will be unnoticeable. Further, Ms. Emerson stated that the service portion of the bill would be probably one dollar less for residential customers. Ms. Emerson explained how there are two parts to the bills, one part consists of the service of the gas company to transport gas to residences and the other one is a flowing community price, which is on the open market the gas company purchases natural gas and that is something that goes up or down depending on market conditions. She articulated that there are discount programs for low income residents and other programs, which can assist people who cannot pay their bills because of hardship. 
A brief discussion ensued with respect to this subject with Ms. Emerson answering questions pertaining to the rate increase and also with respect to green building standards. 

Motion by Council Member Nelson, seconded by Council Member Manalo, to receive and file. Motion carries 5-0. 

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson, Flowers and Martins 

NOES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT: 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

11.
GOLDEN STATE WATER COMPANY ESCALATION YEAR RATE INCREASE 


APPLICATION FILED WITH THE CALIFORNIA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
12.
CONSIDERATION OF LECTERN PURCHASE  

Justine Menzel, Deputy City Manager presented the staff report and indicated that Bill Tovatt, IMS Consultant is in the audience and will answer any questions. A brief discussion ensued with respect to the cost of this lectern with Council Member Lima stating that in his estimate this is too much money to spend on a piece of furniture. Further, Mr. Tovatt briefly explained the technical requirements of this lectern and explained that the city seal will be flushed mounted. 

After a brief discussion, the consensus was for staff to entertain other options to obtain at least other two or three quotes and come up with other suitable alternatives. 

Motion by Council Member Nelson, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Flowers, to direct staff to get other options and report back to the City Council. Motion carries 5-0. 

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson, Flowers and Martins 

NOES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT: 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

13.
THE ARTESIA LIBRARY QUARTERLY REPORT PROVIDED BY THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES PUBLIC LIBRARY

14.
THE ARTESIA LIBRARY COST OF LIBRARY SERVICE REPORT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2006-2007

15.
PASSPORT PROGRAM UPDATE QUARTER ENDING 12/31/07
PUBLIC HEARING(S)
ADMINISTRATION OF OATH TO SPEAKERS (At this time anyone wishing to speak on a public hearing item on the City Council Agenda should stand and be sworn in by

City Attorney)

16.
RESOLUTION NO. 08-2076- A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARTESIA, DETERMINING AND ADOPTING AN APPROPRIATIONS LIMIT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2007-2008 FOR THE CITY OF ARTESIA IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE X111-B OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
Justine Menzel, Deputy City Manager presented the staff report stating that this is a routine resolution adopting the City’s appropriation limits for fiscal year 2007-2008.

Mayor Martins opened the public hearing. Seeing none, Mayor Martins closed the public hearing and entertained motion. 

Motion by Council Member Nelson, seconded by Council Member Manalo, to close the public hearing. Motion carries 5-0. 

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson, Flowers and Martins 

NOES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT: 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Flowers, seconded by Council Member Nelson, to adopt Resolution No. 08-2076 as read by title. Motion carries 5-0. 

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson, Flowers and Martins 

NOES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT: 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

17.
RESOLUTION NO. 08-2077- A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARTESIA, APPROVING A REQUEST FOR A VARIANCE TO CONSTRUCT A NEW BUILDING WITHIN (10) FOOT SETBACK, A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT TO ALLOW THE USE OF A WAREHOUSE AND A DESIGN REVIEW REQUEST TO CONSTRUCT OFFICE/WAREHOUSE BUILDING FOR THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 17127 ROSETON AVENUE IN THE LIGHT MANUFACTURING AND INDUSTRIAL (M-1) ZONES. (CASE No. 2007-37) 
Jose Hernandez, Assistant Planner presented the staff report and stated that staff has been working with the applicant for this design variance and that staff is requesting this item to be continued since there are pending issues. 
Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Flowers, seconded by Council Member Manalo, to continue the public hearing and this item. Motion carries 5-0. 

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson, Flowers and Martins 

NOES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT: 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ORDINANCES

18.
ORDINANCE NO. 07-724- AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ARTESIA, ALLOWING FOR THE USE OF GRAPE ARBORS AND OTHER TYPES OF ARBORS AS A LANDSCAPE FEATURE IN THE AGRICULTURE-SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL ZONE (A-1), THE SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL ZONE (R-1), AND THE MEDIUM DENSITY RESIDENTIAL ZONE (M-D-R) AND AMENDING THE ARTESIA MUNICIPAL CODE


(SECOND READING AND ADOPTION)

Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Flowers, seconded by Council Member Manalo, to adopt Ordinance No. 07-724 as presented on second reading. Motion carries 5-0. 

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson, Flowers and Martins 

NOES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT: 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

19. 
ORDINANCE NO. 08-726- AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ARTESIA ADOPTING BY REFERENCE UPDATED BUILDING, ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING, MECHANICAL AND FIRE CODES THAT INCLUDE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES STANDARDS AND AMENDMENTS TO STATE BUILDING CODES.


(FIRST READING AND INTRODUCTION) 
Kevin Ennis, City Attorney presented the staff report and provided a brief summary of this item, which is a routine in nature and that this will be brought back for second reading.

Motion by Council Member Nelson, seconded by Council Member Lima, to accept Ordinance No. 08-726 for first reading and introduction. Motion carries 5-0. 

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson, Flowers and Martins 

NOES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT: 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

20.
ORDINANCE NO. U08-725- AN INTERIM ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ARTESIA ENACTED PURSUANT TO GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 65858 ESTABLISHING A MORATORIUM ON THE DEVELOPMENT OR OPERATIONS OF NEW MARKETS, GROCERY STORES, AND SUPERMARKET FOOD STORES IN THE CITY OF ARTESIA, OR THE EXPANSION THEREOF, AND DECLARING THE URGENCY THEREOF. 

(ADOPTION)

Kevin Ennis, City Attorney presented the staff report indicating that the City Council had previously asked this to be looked into and that this is a proposal for a moratorium on grocery stores and the development and operation of new market or supermarket food stores. Mr. Ennis summarized the contents of the staff report, including the legal requirements for a moratorium and emphasized that this proposal has two different forms and that one version calls for a moratorium only in the C-G Zone and the other version calls for a moratorium citywide. 
Mr. Ennis further stated that the rationale for this moratorium is to provide an opportunity for staff to study the potential of imposing additional requirements on the location of new grocery stores in the community as to avoid any additional or potential oversaturation of those uses; that under state law, this moratorium will be in effect for only 45 days and that before the extension of such, there will be a notice publish in the newspaper and a public hearing to consider the extension of the moratorium, which could be for ten months and fifteen days and that after that a final extension for up to two years is allowed by law. 
Council Member Lima asked as to whether or not the moratorium presented included a provision for hardship to which Mr. Ennis responded that indeed in section 7 of the two versions, there is a safety route provision, which allows for people who feel that the moratorium will present a hardship to them and that they can apply for an interim Conditional Use Permit (CUP) through the traditional CUP approach. 
Mr. Dhanesh Bhindi- Mr. Bhindi stated that he wanted to speak on the point of economic hardship alluded to earlier. He commented that he owns a piece of property on 18625 Pioneer Boulevard and that the lease with his current tenant expires at the end of this month and that he has a tenant that wishes to expand his current grocery store next to his property and his tenant will like to lease this particular space from him. 
Mr. Bhindi stated that he came to learn more about this proposal because he does not know how to proceed at this point. He further stated that a moratorium on grocery stores will be detrimental for business owners for many reasons including the employment that can be created and that he would like to see guidelines in place to allow any landlord the possibility of maintaining the visibility of their properties. 

An extended discussion took place with members of the City Council viewing their points of view including Mayor Pro Tem Flowers who indicated that she did not understand the reasons as to why the City Council was trying to dictate the forces of demand and supply for Artesia residents in addition to limiting the entrance of a variety of foods into this community. 
V. Koka- Mr. Koka stated that he feels that it is good what the City Council is doing with grocery stores but that the Council should also do the same with clothing stores, jewelry stores etc. He stated that the Council should then help businesses and be opened and be lenient and that there is nothing for entertainment for people to come to this community. 
Motion by Council Member Nelson, seconded by Council Member Lima, to adopt  Ordinance No. U08-725 as applicable citywide. Motion fails 3-2 due to lack of the 4/5 votes required under state law. 
Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Lima, Nelson, and Martins

NOES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: Manalo, and Flowers

ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT: 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

Motion by Council Member Manalo, seconded by Mayor Martins, to adopt  Ordinance No. U08-725 as applicable to the C-G Zone only. Motion fails 3-2 due to lack of the 4/5 votes required under state law. 

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Lima, Manalo and Martins
NOES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: Nelson, and Flowers
ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT: 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

21.
RESOLUTION NO. 07-2074- A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF ARTESIA, ADOPTING THE CITY’S RECORDS RETENTION SCHEDULE, APPROVING PROCEDURES FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF RECORDS AND ADOPTING AN ELECTRONIC STORAGE POLICY
Daryl Betancur, City Clerk/Treasurer presented the staff report with respect to the contents of the report and answered Council’s questions regarding the 60 day provision for the retention of email. After a brief discussion, the consensus was to approve the records retention schedule with an amendment to the Resolution to include a 120 day retention for emails as opposed to the proposed 60 days.

Motion by Council Member Nelson, seconded by Council Member Manalo, to adopt Resolution No. 07-2074 as read by title with the given amendment of 120 days for the retention of email. Motion carries 5-0. 

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson, Flowers and Martins 

NOES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT: 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION(S)

22.  RECOMMENDATION TO MODIFY ALBURTIS STREET POST OFFICE BOX ISLAND  
Justine Menzel, Deputy City Manager requested that this item be continued. 

Motion by Council Member Lima, seconded by Council Member Manalo, to continue this item to the February meeting. Motion carries 5-0. 

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson, Flowers and Martins 

NOES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT: 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

STAFF REPORT(S) 
23.
FRIENDS OF ARTESIA FOUNDATION NON-PROFIT APPOINTMENT OF DIRECTORS

Item is to be continued to the February meeting. 

24.
REPORT RELATIVE TO HOSTING A VISITATION OF THE CITY OF JAMAY FIREFIGHTERS 
Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Flowers, seconded by Council Member Lima, to continue this item to the February meeting. Motion carries 5-0. 

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson, Flowers and Martins 

NOES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT: 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

25. 
DISCUSSION REGARDING ZONING DESIGNATION ALONG THE EAST SIDE OF 

NORWALK BOULEVARD BETWEEN SOUTH STREET AND FLORA VISTA
Motion by Council Member Lima, seconded by Council Member Nelson, to continue this item to the March meeting. Motion carries 5-0. 

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson, Flowers and Martins 

NOES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT: 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

26.
DISCUSSION RELATIVE TO THE HOSTING OF A CALIFORNIA CONTRACT CITIES 

EVENT 

Mayor Pro Tem Flowers presented a brief report and indicated that perhaps an ad-hoc committee should be appointed to work with staff on planning this event. 

 Motion by Mayor Martins, seconded by Council Member Manalo, to appoint an ad-hoc committee consisting of Mayor Pro Tem Flowers and Council Member Nelson to work with staff on this event. Motion carries 5-0. 

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson, Flowers and Martins 

NOES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT: 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

27.  DISCUSSION RELATIVE TO ESTABLISHING PROCEDURES FOR THE 


PREPARATION OF MEETING AGENDAS
A brief discussion took place with Council Member Nelson stating that initially he brought this up because he was not aware of what the process was for preparation of the agenda and that perhaps a more formalized process could help. Maria Dadian, City Manager and Daryl Betancur, City Clerk/Treasurer briefly explained the process of the agenda preparation and both indicated that the process so far is working even though it is nor per se a formalized written process or procedure.

Motion by Council Member Nelson, seconded by Council Member Lima, to receive and file. Motion carries 5-0. 

Said motion carries by the following roll call vote:

AYES:

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Lima, Manalo, Nelson, Flowers and Martins 

NOES:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSTAIN:
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

ABSENT: 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: None 

28.  CONSOLIDATED DISPOSAL COMMERCIAL SERVICES PROGRAM TO 


MITIGATE OVERFLOW PROBLEM
Maria Dadian, City Manager made brief remarks regarding this matter and called upon Mr. Richard Fierro with Consolidated Disposal Commercial Services to address the City Council regarding the on-going discussions. Mr. Fierro stated that he had listened and that his company had agreed to be more lenient in terms of the enforcement and that what he proposed was to work closely with the City and that if any problem properties continued to exist, that he would take pictures of these and presented them to the City Manager in an effort to engage the City’s assistance in working with such property owners. 
29.
A REPORT RELATIVE TO THE ARTESIA BUSINESS ASSOCIATION

Council Member Tony Lima presented a brief report stating that the Artesia Business Association is moving forward and the articles of incorporation had been filed with the secretary of state and that the by-laws are being worked on and that the City Clerk is trying to obtain documents related to this issue. Further, Mr. Lima stated that they have yet to find office space and possibilities are being explored with respect to a physical location. 

30.  SIX-MONTH STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES UPDATE 
Justine Menzel, Deputy City Manager presented the staff report. Item is to be received and filed with direction given to staff to reschedule the strategic planning workshop currently scheduled for February 19th, to another suitable time to accommodate Council’s schedules. 

ADDITIONAL CITIZEN COMMENTS

This time is set-aside for the public to address the City Council on any item of interest within the subject matter jurisdiction of the City Council that could not be heard under citizen comment section at the beginning of the meeting.
Pete Ochoa- Mr. Ochoa stated that he wanted to thank the council for approving the visit of the Jamay Firefighters and that on he wanted to wish the Council a happy new year.
COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS

This is the time for additional general comment, announcements, and requests of staff and/or other issues of concern to Councilmembers that may briefly be presented at this time. 

Council Member Lima 

· Spoke regarding the visit to the Capitol and having met with different legislators who provided an overview of the budget crisis at the state level and the impending cuts that may be impacting local governments.
Council Member Manalo

· No comments

Council Member Nelson

· Mr. Nelson asked City Attorney Ennis to provide a report on his behalf

· Mr. Ennis reported that Artesia is one of 14 public entities that are a member of a joint powers authority  known as the California Cities Home Ownership Authority (CCHOA), formed in 1998 with the purpose of providing first time home buyers assistance in those areas. The program is completed and the Board ordered and directed to disburse any excess funds on a pro-rata basis to the member cities. The City of Artesia will be receiving approximately $19,000 in funds.

· Ennis also reported that there may be some additional funds originating from a second bond program and that when the program is completed, again the city will be receiving some funds, which will be an amount greater than the $19,000 reported earlier.

· Ennis also reported that Council Member Larry Nelson was elected   Chairman of CCHOA and his firm as counsel to this organization
Mayor Pro Tem Flowers
· Reported that she was elected Secretary/Treasurer of the Greater Los Angeles County Vector Control District 
· Also reported on the Starbucks located at the Stater Brother’s plaza and that she had had a discussion with John Lyon about the look of the building and asked if the City could look at this

· Made comments regarding AB939 compliance issues and asked if this could be put on a future agenda as a discussion item

· Spoke about the Downtown corridor where on Saturday evenings is very quiet there and that the city needs to look at providing entertaintment there 

Mayor Martins
· Spoke regarding the Mayor Pro Tem issue of the Starbucks and stated that his opinion differs in that he thinks they are doing well and are busy during the times he has visited there 

· Reported on the meeting he and the City Manager had with Congresswoman Linda Sanchez and commended the City Manager for a job well done during this meeting 
COUNCILMEMBER REPORTS ON MEETINGS ATTENDED AT PUBLIC EXPENSE
Council Member Lima 

· Reported on the legislative tour in Sacramento and the visit with legislators

Council Member Manalo

· Also stated that he had attended the Contract Cities meeting in Sacramento and participated in the legislative tour 

· Reported that he was appointed by the Los Angeles Division of the League of California Cities to serve on the Community Services Policy Committee 

· Spoke about the Community Services Policy four main strategic issues

Mayor Pro Tem Flowers

· Reported having attended the California Contract Cities Association conference 

· Also reported that while in Sacramento she met with legislators such as staff from Senator Lowenthall’s office and Assembly member Mendoza and talked about the Billboard sign and what has to be done

· Met with staff members of the PUC and the City’s lobbyist office with respect to some of the PUC issues facing the city such as the recently utility rate increases

· Spoke regarding 10% taken off the top of the COPS money  and 10% from the cities in a one time shift
Council Member Nelson

· Reported on the recently SCAG (Regional Transportation Plan) RTP, the orange line and the MTA right of way situation
Mayor Martins

· Spoke regarding the doom-and-gloom situation with the state budget and indicated that the City has made it in the past through budget cuts and will do so in the future

· Asked that staff set up a special meeting to discuss a pending closed session matter for February 5th. 

AJOURNED AT 10:15 P.M. 
_______________________

DARYL BETANCUR, CMC

CITY CLERK/TREASURER
ADJOURNMENT TO THE REGULAR

CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF MONDAY, FEBRUARY 11TH, 2008
“The City of Artesia complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.  If you require special assistance to attend or participate in this meeting, please call the City Clerk’s office at 562-865-6262 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting” Copies of Staff Reports are on file in the Office of the City Clerk and are available for inspection.
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