CITY OF ARTESIA

BEAUTIFICATION & MAINTENANCE COMMISSION

MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING
November 20, 2008
6:00 p.m.

Chairperson Karen Speers called the regular meeting of the Beautification and Maintenance Commission to order at 6:03p.m., November 20, 2008, at Artesia City Hall, located at 18747 Clarkdale Avenue, Artesia.  Commissioner Tony Martins led the Pled of Allegiance. 
ROLL CALL

PRESENT:
Chairperson Karen Speers 



Vice Chairperson Barbara Applebury

Commissioner Joyce Yeutter 

Commissioner Miguel Navarro
Commissioner
Tony Martins
ALSO PRESENT:
Maria Dadian, City Manager




Ed Leon, Public Works Foreman
Chuck Burkhardt, Public Works Consultant
Miriam Jimenez, Office Specialist

4.  COMMUNICATION FROM THE AUDIENCE

Chairperson Speers announced this was the time for communications from the audience and invited those wishing to speak to come forward at this time.  

There were no speakers at this time.
5.   Approval of the Beautification and Maintenance Commission Minutes of September 18, 2008 
The commission approved the regular meeting minutes of September 18, 2008 as presented. Commissioner Applebury and Martins abstained.
6.   Presentation 
a. America in Bloom Symposium and Awards
City Manager Maria Dadian presented an overview of what is America in Bloom Contest. American in Bloom is an independent, non-profit organization dedicated to promoting nationwide beautification programs and personal and community involvement through the use of flowers, plants, trees, and other environmental and lifestyle enchantments. 
The City of Artesia was an entry in the America in Bloom Contest and competed among four (4) other cities in the population ward for 15,001-25,000 categories. 

The Commission was requested to consider in establishing an American In Bloom committee. 
City Manager Dadian suggested sending out letters to the organization and place an article on The Artesian inviting them to attend to next regular meeting in January to see how many organizations are interested in participating on this program. After this meeting the Commission could determine whether or not the commission would like to pursue on. 
Chairperson Speers gave direction to staff to send out letters to the community inviting to attend the next regular meeting.
7.    STAFF REPORTS

a.
Public Works Update
The Commission was provided with an overview of the activities performed by the Department for the months of September and October 

b. Vine Planting Program
The commission decided to continue this item to the next meeting due to fact that the economy is not doing so well. 
c. Holiday Home Decoration Contest

This item is continued from the last meeting.

Chairperson Speers gave direction to Vice Chairperson Applebury to purchase prizes, same as last year, for winners. 
Reminded the commission the judging date for the contest is on December 11, 2008 at 6:30pm. 
        d.    Art in Public Spaces
This item is continued from the last regular meeting

The Commission gave direction to staff to bring a staff from the Planning Department to explain what is it that the Planning Commission is asking from the Beautification and Maintenance Commission. 
This item will be continued to the next regular meeting. 
       e.
  Status Report on the Abandoned MTA Railroad Right-of-Way 

Chuck Burkhardt, Public Works Consultant provided a status report on the abandoned MTA Railroad Right-of-Way. 
Chuck Burkhardt, Public Works Consultant will check with MTA if any plants or trees could be planted on the MTA Railroad Right-of Way.
8.     STAFF REPORTS
a. Capital Improvement Projects Update

The commission was provided with an overview of the Capital Improvements for the months of September and October.
b. Citywide Construction Projects Update

The commission was provided with an overview of the Citywide Construction Projects for the months of September and October.
9.     COMMISSON REPORTS
10.     ADJOURNMENT
The Beautification and Maintenance Commission meeting was adjourned at 8:47p.m., to the special meeting on December 11, 2008.
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